Sunday, March 22, 2026
The Fifth Sunday of Lent

Holy Communion Lutheran Church
2000 West Sixth Street Racine, Wisconsin 53405
A community called to Worship, Learn, Love, and Serve



We Are Called

A Contemporary Worship Service

Special thanks to assisting minister Amelia Mason, lector Marianne Jensen, communion assistants
Amy Larsen and Gary Wee, audio-visual technician Kylee Albright, ushers Dave Krueger, Steve Barootian,
Gary Lequia, and Ed Wosilait, altar guild Grace Deibert, Lynn Sinclair, Sue DiPasquale Peterson, and
Katie Peterson, coffee fellowship Evelyn Lajiness, councilperson in charge Kylee Albright, and musicians
Kate Potter Barrow, Gregg Albright and Gregory Berg for sharing their time and talent with us today.

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP
A.M.: What does the Lord require of us?

ALL: To do justice

A.M.: What does the Lord require of us?
All:  To love kindness

A.M.: What does the Lord require of us?
All:  To walk humbly with our God
A.M.: We come to learn, to praise, to pray;

All:  We come to worship our God.



OPENING HYMN
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 TWO OAKS
Music: Marty Haugen 96 8687 10 and refrain

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.
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CONFESSION OF SINS:
P. In the presence of God, who knows our hearts and minds, let us confess our sin:

O Holy and loving God,

We acknowledge to you, to ourselves, and to one another that we’re not what you have called us to be.
We have not always stood by our faith, shared our hope, or reached out with love. We have done
unkind and shameful deeds, and we have left undone, deeds which could have made a difference in the
lives of those around us. Too often, we have failed to speak and act for peace, justice, and kindness in
our world.

Have mercy upon our repentance, forgive our sin, and change our lives. We pray this in the name of
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven and loved by God. Go into the world with changed hearts and
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ! Amen.

GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

All: And also with you.

**SONG: Won’t You Stand Up

Solo: All the lonely people crying, it could change if we just get started.
Lift the darkness, light a fire for the silent and the brokenhearted.

Refrain: :
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Won't you stand up, stand . up, stand up. Won't you stand up and  use your voice.

Solo: With the comfort, there’s a healing, high above the pain and sorrow.
Change is coming, can you feel it? Calling us into a new tomorrow! Refrain:

Solo: When the walls fall all around you, when your hope has turned to dust.
Let the sound of love surround you, beat like God’s heart in each of us! Refrain:
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

A.M.: Oh God who breaks barriers down and welcomes all:

All: You invite us to walk humbly by your side. You call us to act with justice. By your works, you
inspire us to serve one another. We pray that you will give us the courage to make a difference in this
world, by treating people with respect and dignity, bringing healing to the broken, and living in your
light so that those whose spirits are darkened by hopelessness and despair feel your shining presence
and tender love.

A.M. And all God’s children say:

All: Help us to walk humbly with you, O God! Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Be Ye Still” (GB) Senior Choir
Be ye still and know that I am God.

You are not alone. You are my very own

and I will never ever leave you alone.

In any fears you must face, in every dark lonely place,
I will be with you, offering open arms of grace. REF

And 1n the heat of the day, when overcome with dismay,
I'll be beside you, wiping your every tear away. REF

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Lisa Lequia
NOISY OFFERING
CHILDREN AND YOUTH MAY GO TO CHOIR

WORD

FIRST READING: Ezekial 37:1-14

" The hand of the LorD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LorD and set me down in
the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. > He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the
valley, and they were very dry. * He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord Gob,
you know.” * Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of
the Lorp. > Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °I
will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you,
and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lorp.”

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling,
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 81 looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had
come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. ? Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord Gop: Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” '°I prophesied as he commanded
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

"' Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” '> Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the
Lord Gob: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will
bring you back to the land of Israel. "> And you shall know that I am the Lorp when I open your graves and
bring you up from your graves, O my people. '*1 will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LOrRD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: PSALM 130

" Out of the depths
I cry to you, O LorD;

20 LoRrp, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.

3 If you were to keep watch over sins,
O Lorp, who could stand?

*Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared.

>1 wait for you, O LorD; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.

% My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.

70 Israel, wait for the LorD, for with the LorD there is steadfast love;
with the LoRD there is plenteous redemption.

¥ For the Lorp shall redeem Israel
from all their sins.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path

GOSPEL: JOHN 11: 1-45
The holy gospel according to John, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. > Mary was the
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. * So the
sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” * But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This
illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
> Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ° after having heard that Lazarus was ill,
he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” ® The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” * Jesus answered, “Are there not
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this
world. '° But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” '" After saying this, he told
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” '? The disciples said to him,
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” '* Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but
they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. ' Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. ' For
your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” '® Thomas, who was called
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

"When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. '* Now Bethany was
near Jerusalem, some two miles away, ' and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them
about their brother. > When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at
home. *! Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. ** But even now I



know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” * Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
** Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” * Jesus said to her,
“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, *° and everyone
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

*® When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is
here and is calling for you.” * And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. ** Now Jesus had
not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. *' The Jews who were with
her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. *> When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at
his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her
weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.
**He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” ** Jesus began to weep. *° So
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” *” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the
blind man have kept this man from dying?”

3% Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it.
39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is
a stench because he has been dead four days.” ** Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you
would see the glory of God?” *' So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I
thank you for having heard me. ** 1 knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” ** When he had said this, he cried with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” ** The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

*Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Laura Fladten



HYMN OF THE DAY

We Are Called
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MEAL
INVITATION SONG: Make A Difference - Rachel Kurtz

Pastor: You gave your life to make a difference. You gave your life to make a change.
You welcomed all to your table. You’re calling us to do the same.

Refrain:
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Solo: Working side by side, no out or inside,
Together we can make that change.

With a few or many, with a lot or not any,
Together we can make that change! Refrain:

Solo: Crossing the great divide, Joy and peace will abide,
Together we can make that change.

Jesus is our peace, all fighting will cease

Together we can make that change! Refrain:

Words of Institution:

Solo: We’re the citizens with the saints, We’re the sunshine with the rain.
We’re the joy with the pain. We’re the change!

You healed the sick and fed the poor. You loved the prophet and ended war.
Through us you will do more, You’re the change! Refrain:

Pastor: You gave your life to make a difference.
You gave your life to make a change.

You welcomed all to your table.

You’'re calling us to do the same.
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LORD’S PRAYER:

Our father in heaven.

Hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

DISTRI BUTION OF COMMUNION

LAMB OF GOD: This song begins with a solo. Please watch the song leader who will invite you to sing

when all instruments join after the interlude.
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING:

The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MAY GO TO SUNDAY SCHOOL
OFFERING

OFFERTORY “Christ Be Our Light”
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray. (Brief silence)

Loving God, we thank you for the beauty that is all around us, especially with the emergence of spring - and
we thank you today for the beauty of this sanctuary, these splendid stained glass windows, and those who have
restored them so skillfully and lovingly. May these windows remind us of your ever-present light in this dark

world. Lord in your mercy,
HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Loving God, we thank you for this community of faith - for Pastor Mark, Pastor Laura - and for all who share
their time and talents here for our various ministries. May kindness, compassion, and a devotion to your
Gospel be at the center of all that we do as a church. Lord in your mercy,

HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Loving God, we thank you for inspiring the work of peacemakers both here and abroad. Show them and all of
us a way forward to a more peaceful world where we live as one human family, and where all people can
enjoy the gifts of freedom, safety, and the best that life can bring. Lord in your mercy,

HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Loving God, we thank you for drawing near to us even when life is especially difficult and we experience
sorrows that are impossible to understand. Continue to share your love and grace with those touched by the
brutal reality of suicide - and guide all of us to be gentle and attentive to all who may be struggling in any
way. Make us instruments of your peace. Lord in your mercy,

HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Loving God, we thank you for offering help to all who are weighed down by illness, injury, exhaustion,
addiction, depression, or grief. We especially remember <names>. Help them, and also help those are their
caregivers. Lord in your mercy,

HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Hear these prayers and the unspoken prayers of our hearts, that we might continue to receive your blessing and

know the height and depth of your great love for us, through Christ our Lord.
AMEN.

BLESSING
Congregation, please join in singing the choruses of Amens.

DISMISSAL
A.M.: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
All: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the lounge.



Announcements

< Altar Flowers
The flowers on the altar this morning were given by Jim & Sally Neitzel in loving memory of
Sally’s brother, Mike Pierce, and her sister Cynthia Murphy.

Welcome Visitors!

A special welcome to any visitors worshipping with us this morning. Please fill out one of the yellow cards in
the pew rack in front of you so we can acknowledge your visit with us. You can put your completed card into
the offering plate or give it to an usher or a pastor before you leave. Please join us in the lounge after worship for
a treat and a time of fellowship.

Communion By Intinction

All are welcome to come to the table for Communion. We offer Holy Communion through Intinction (dipping
of the wafer into the chalice of wine). There is wine in the pottery chalices and there are gluten free wafers and
grape juice available in the center. If you feel more comfortable taking communion in your pew, there are
individual cups of juice and wafers on the tables in the back of the sanctuary.

Time For Reflection During the Prelude

During the season of Lent, we want to be sure that those who want to have a time of contemplation and
reflection before worship are able to do so. As the service begins, the pastors will be calling for people to quiet
themselves and prepare their hearts for worship as the final prelude piece is played.

Lenten Worship and Suppers

This Wednesday will be our final Lenten supper and worship service. We meet in the Mark Hurn room at
6:00pm for dinner and we worship in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. Our theme for Lent is “Out of Darkness, Into
Light.” All are welcome to join us!

Palm Sunday Breakfast

Next Sunday, right after the worship service, we will head to the Mark Hurn room to enjoy breakfast together!
The menu will include pancakes, sausage, egg bakes, fruit, milk, orange juice, and coffee. The pancakes and
sausages will be provided but we are looking for donations of other items. There is a sign up board in the lounge
if you would like to contribute. A free will offering will be received. Please join us!

Sunday School and Youth Choir Schedule
HCLC Families: The children and youth have been busy practicing songs for upcoming services, and I thank you
for being at church and sending your kids to rehearsals as often as you can. Please keep it up!

March 29 - Palm Sunday. Please send kids to the lounge as soon as you get to church as they will start the
service that day.

April 5 - Easter

May 10 - (Mother's Day) We'll be debuting a new service that celebrates light and kicks off our window
campaign. The kids and youth will help lead the music this day, and will participate in the readings, etc. as well.

Last, we've also started working on songs that will be joyfully sung at the church picnic on August 9, so please
join us for that fun event! Thanks! Kate

Belle City Brassworks Concert Here at 3:00 Today

Belle City Brassworks, Racine’s community brass band, is in their 37th year of providing opportunities for brass
musicians and free concerts for the Racine area. The group will be back in our sanctuary this afternoon with a
program entitled “Hymns From the Highlands”. The concert will begin at 3:00 p.m. A free will offering will be
received.




HOL

Palm Sunday Worship and Breakfast, March 29th
Holy Week begins with waving palms and shouts of Hosanna. The worship service begins at 9:30 a.m.
Plan to stay after worship .

Maundy Thursday Worship at Mound Cemetery Chapel, April 2nd
Our Worship & Music Team has planned a service of quiet reflection, prayer, chanting, and communion in the
beautiful setting of Mound Cemetery Chapel. At 6:00 we'll meet for simple agape refreshments. The worship
service will begin at 7:00. There is limited parking in the cemetery, so we recommend parking across the
street in the CVS parking lot. We hope you will be able to join us for this meaningful evening of worship,
remembering the last supper Jesus had with his disciples before his crucifixion.

Good Friday, April 3rd
Tenebrae service begins at 7:00 p.m. (Tenebrae is Latin for darkness)

Easter Sunday, April 5th
A joyous, music filled celebration of the resurrection. Worship begins at 9:30 a.m.

Diaper Ministry

Kristin Hahner has sponsored the March Diaper Depot delivery in memory of Teresa McMorris. Thank you!
Please consider supporting the Diaper Ministry by sponsoring a month of Diaper Depot delivery for $30.

Our March distribution dates are this Wednesday, March 25th from 4 —6PM and April 8th from 11AM - 1PM.
Contact Kylee Albright kygregg@mac.com or Amy Larsen amylarsen2406@att.net with questions or to
volunteer.

Food Pantry
During March the pantry is asking for donations of During the month of March he pantry is asking for

donations of 1 1b. pkgs. of rice, 1 Ib. pkgs. of spaghetti, side dishes, canned pineapple, and saltines. They
always need clean, lightly used grocery store size plastic shopping bags, large brown paper grocery bags, and
reusable shopping bags to pack groceries into. Thanks to all who contribute and to our wonderful volunteers.
We couldn’t do this without your help!

Til Death Do Us Part - Buffet Dinner and Murder Mystery Event

Join us for a whodunit event, from 5:30-8:30 pm April 24th at Holy Communion’s Hurn Hall. The birds are
chirping, the sun is shining, but the wedding bells aren’t ringing for this not-so-happy couple when a member
of the wedding party is murdered! With a raging bridezilla and an unenthused groom on the scene, it may be
happily never after in this nuptial nightmare. Trade clues with your guests and help the hapless couple figure
out whodunit so they can say I do before the wedding hour passes them by. There will be a catered buffet
dinner at 6pm with the whodunnit beginning at 6:30. Wedding attire is requested. Reservations are required.
Tickets are $40 per person and can be purchased in the lounge or the church office.

April Ketchup Club

Join us on Tuesday, April 7th at 11:30 for lunch at the Red Onion Café, 555 Main St. These casual lunches
have been a lot of fun and are a nice way to get to know people better! If you know you will be attending,
please call the office or let Pastor Laura know, pastorlaura.hclc@gmail.com, so we can get the right size table.
If you suddenly find yourself free that day come and join us and we’ll gladly make room for you at the table!




April Book Club

For our April meeting, the book club will be discussing Band of Sisters by Lauren Willig. A group of young
women from Smith College risk their lives to go to France at the height of World War 1 to volunteer to help
French civilians decimated by the German war machine. Kate Moran and 17 only Smith students set off to
France. They must cope with the hardships and terrors of the war. The women find themselves navigating old
rivalries and new betrayals that threaten the very existence of the Unit. Can the Smith Unit pull together and
truly be a band of sisters? Based on a true story.

We will be meeting by ZOOM on Wednesday, April 8 at 10:00. You can get the link from Julie Burton by
calling her at 262-639-5914. Or you can join us at Rondi Jenkins home, 6010 Potomac Place. Please call to let
Rondi know you are planning to attend, 262-221-5619.

For our May meeting, we will be reading and discussing a timely selection, The Lion Women of Tehran by
Marjan Kamali.

Upcoming Worship, Education, Service, and Fellowship Opportunities
Sunday, March 22 - 9:30 Worship/Sunday School
3:00 Belle City Brassworks Concert
Monday, March 23 - 10:00 Monday Morning Bible Study
12:30 Food Pantry
Tuesday, March 24 - 1:00 Quilting Group
Wednesday, March 25 - 4:00 - 6:00 Diaper Ministry
6:00 Lenten Supper
7:00 Lenten Worship
Friday, March 27 - 12:30 Food Pantry
Sunday, March 29 - 9:30 Palm Sunday Worship/Sunday School
10:30 Palm Sunday Breakfast
1:00 Racine Theatre Guild (choir room)
Monday, March 30 - 12:30 Food Pantry
6:30 Racine Theatre Guild (Mark Hurn room)
Tuesday, March 31 - 6:30 Racine Theatre Guild (choir room)
Wednesday, April 1 - 6:30 Racine Theatre Guild (Mark Hurn room)
Thursday, April 2 - 6:00 Maundy Thursday Worship at Mound Cemetery Chapel
6:30 Racine Theatre Guild (Mark Hurn room)
Friday, April 3 - Office and Food Pantry Closed
7:00 Good Friday Worship
Saturday, April 4 - 2:00 Racine Theatre Guild (Mark Hurn room)
Sunday, April 5 - 9:30 Easter Sunday Worship
7:00 Racine Theatre Guild (Mark Hurn room)
Monday, April 6 - No Monday Morning Bible Study today
12:30 Food Pantry
6:30 Racine Theatre Guild (choir room)
Tuesday, April 7 - 11:30 Ketchup Club lunch
6:30 Racine Theatre Guild (Mark Hurn room)

Finance Update

February Finance Numbers Year to Date Finance Numbers
Revenue:  $39,760.55 Revenue: $115.197.15
Expense:  $54,785.73 Expense: $120,916.65
Net Income: $(15,025.18) Net Income:  $(5,719.50)

HCLC Council
President Joleen Carlson, Vice President Gary Wood, Secretary Laurie Knudson, Treasurer Kylee Albright
Members at large - Rose Adamski, Steve Barootian, Dave Knudson, Rebecca Mason, and Polly Timmerman

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 - 3:00.




