
Sunday, September 20, 2026
The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost

Sharing the Light!

Holy Communion Lutheran Church
2000 West 6th St. Racine, WI 53405

A communinty called to Worship, Learn, Love, and Serve.



Special thanks to greeter Kay Krause, assisting minister and lector Gary Wee, 
AV technician Kathy Berg, altar guild Sandy Ivanoski, Kay Krause, Lori Neu, and Joni Reske,  
ushers Steve Barootian, David Krueger, Gary Lequia, and Ed Wosilait, coffee fellowship 
Evelyn Lajiness, councilperson in charge Polly Timmerman, Gregory Berg and the Senior 
Choir, and organist Randy Fischer for sharing their time and talent with us this morning. 

Please stand if you are able where there is an asterisk * in the bulletin.

PRELUDE - a quiet time of reflection, to prepare for worship

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Compassionate God,
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.



*GATHERING SONG   

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*KYRIE
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*HYMN OF PRAISE



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we 

cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the 

generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC       "Be ye still“ (GB). Senior Choir

Be ye still and know that I am God.  You are not alone.  

You are my very own.  And I will never leave you alone. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Lisa Lequia

NOISY OFFERING

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MAY GO TO CHOIR

WORD

FIRST READING: Jonab 3:10 – 4:11
10 When God saw what the people of Ninevah did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed 

his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do it.

4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD and said, 

“O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at 

the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in 

steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it 

is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then 

Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat 

under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.
6 The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to 

save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the 

next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God 

prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked 

that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry 

enough to die.” 10 Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not 

labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should 

I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty 

thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left and also many animals?”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



PSALM:  Psalm 145:1-8
1 I will exalt you, my God and king,

and bless your name forever and ever.
2 Every day will I bless you

and praise your name forever and ever.
3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised!

There is no end to your greatness.
4 One generation shall praise your works to another

and shall declare your power.
5 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty

and all your marvelous works.
6 They shall tell of the might of your acts,

and I will recount your greatness.
7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;

they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness.
8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMTION
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*GOSPEL:  Matthew 20:1-16

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twentieth chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 

early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a 

denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, 

he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the 

vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again about 

noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and 

found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 

7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 

vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the 

laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9 When 

those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when the first 

came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. 

11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last 

worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 

the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 

wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I 

choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose 

with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be 

first, and the first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON    Pastor Laura Fladten



*HYMN OF THE DAY

CHILDREN RETURN TO WORSHIP
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*APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it in heaven.

Give us this day is our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG



DISTRIBUTION HYMN

One License Licensing Permission  

Reprinted/Streamed with permission under One License Licensing #A-741140 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SAS006118 

All Rights Reserved.



*POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  

Amen

*PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

CHIDREN MAY GO TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

OFFERING 

*OFFERTORY
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us pray. (brief silence)

Lord, You are gracious and full of compassion. Help us to seek to be more compassionate in how we 

live our daily lives, especially when we encounter people who need help and in whose lives we can 

make a difference for the better. And help us as well to look to ourselves with compassion, knowing 

that you love us exactly as we are. Lord in your mercy,

HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Lord, You are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. In a world where anger seems to be 

around us, guide to better ways to live with each other- and to healthier ways to disagree with each 

other. Remind us of the blessing to be found in being patient and understanding with others - and 

foster in us the precious quality of empathy. Lord in your mercy,

HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Lord, You call us to proclaim the glorious splendor of Your majesty. Open our eyes, ears, and hearts 

to more fully comprehend the beauty that is all around us in the world that You have made - and teach 

us how we can inhabit this world with greater care and sensitivity, that everything You have created 

may flourish to their full promise. Lord in your mercy,

HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Lord, we experience Your great goodness every day, but especially in those days when life is most 

difficult and we are heavy laden with burdens of hurts in mind, body, or soul. We lift up to You those 

people for whom we feel special concern today…….   Share your abundant blessing with them and 

with all who are entrusted with their care. Lord in your mercy,

HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Lord, one generation to another shall praise Your name. Draw young and old together in fellowship, 

that we might learn and grow from each other in new and transformative ways. Wherever we find 

ourselves on life's journey, may we draw strength and inspiration from our fellow travelers. Lord in 

your mercy,

HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Continue to bless us with your Mercy and Love, made perfect in Christ Jesus our Lord,

AMEN.

BLESSING

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances

through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace

☩ bless you now and forever.

Amen.



*CLOSING HYMN

DISMISSAL
Go out in peace.  Be led forth in Joy.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE  Randy Fischer, organist



Announcements  

Altar Flowers

The flowers on the altar this morning are in loving memory of Jerry & Ann Wiegel, given by

their sons Rick Wiegel and Don Wiegel, and in honor and appreciation for health care workers,

given by the Palmgren family.

Welcome Visitors!

A special welcome to any visitors worshipping with us this morning. Please fill out one of the  yellow 

cards in the pew rack in front of you so we can acknowledge your visit with us.  You can put your 

completed card into the offering plate or give it to an usher or a pastor before you leave. Please join us 

in the lounge after worship for a time of fellowship.

Communion By Intinction

All are welcome to come to the table for Communion.  We offer  Holy Communion through Intinction

(dipping the wafer into the chalice of wine).  There are gluten free wafers and grape juice available in 

the center.  If you feel more comfortable communing in your pew, there are individual cups available 

on the tables in the back of the sanctuary. 

Youth Gathering Meeting After Worship Today!

A meeting for all of our youth who will be participating in the 2027 Youth Gatherin next summer in 

Minneapolis.  It will be a very short meeting to hand out registration information that will need to be 

in by October 1st.

Diaper Ministry

Thanks to Jim and Joleen Carlson for sponsoring the Diaper Depot delivery in September in honor and 

memory of family members.

If you see diapers on sale in sizes 4,5 or 6, please consider picking up a box for the Diaper Ministry! 

Also, if you have children’s clothes or books that are no longer needed please donate and we will give 

them a new home!

Our next distribution dates are September 23 rd from 4 - 6PM and October 14 th from 11AM – 1PM. 

Contact Kylee Albright kygregg@mac.com or Amy Larsen amylarsen2406@att.net with questions or 

to volunteer.

Food Pantry

During the month of September the food pantry is asking for donations of cereal, bar soap, jelly, 

saltines, and pork & beans.  The pantry can also use clean, lightly used plastic shopping bags, large 

brown paper bags, and reusable bags for packing the groceries.

At the moment the pantry has a very large supply of greeting cards, so do not need any at this time.  

They get requests for Bibles, children’s Bible story books, adult inspirational books (such as 

devotional books and Bible study books), 2027 calendars, and cookbooks.  Thank you to all the pantry 

volunteers and donors who make this ministry possible!

New Members Class

We welcome and invite all who are interested in becoming part of our church family here at Holy 

Communion Church to a New Member class on Sunday, October 18th, from 11:00 – 12:30.  Goodies 

will be serves, stories will be shared and hopefully it will be a time of blessing for all. Please call 

Heidi in the church office (262-632-8802) or let Pastor Laura or Pastor Mark know you’ll be joining 

us so we can plan accordingly.  New members will be welcomed on Reformation Sunday, October 

25th. 



Spotlight on HCLC’s Donations from the Tithe Fund
Many of you will remember the wonderful blessing we received last calendar year from estate money. In years 
past we had approved a continuing resolution to set aside a 10% tithe from larger donations received by the 
church. Last year’s estate gift resulted in a tithe fund and we asked for the congregation to give input on what 
the council should do with that money. We received many wonderful suggestions from all of you and after 
some discussions, decisions have been made. We will be spotlighting where the funds will go in bulletins and 
the newsletter. What a blessing we have been given and what a blessing to be able to share it!

Tithe Spotlight: ELCA Good Gifts (Safe Water Access)
We donated enough money to provide a water well, plus shares of another well! Clean water is something we 
all take for granted, but in many places throughout the world clean water is not a given. A simple water well 
or other water point can help as many as 500 families gain access to clean, safe water. In addition ELCA 
Good Gifts offer many other opportunities to help those in need. Check it out at 
https://goodgifts.elca.org/page/72439/shop/1.

Tithe Spotlight: Uphaven
Uphaven is a non-profit that connects volunteer pilots and drivers with families who need treatment at 
Children’s hospital. It was started in memory of Leni, their baby girl, by Ben and Tracy. Children’s hospital 
was only minutes from their home and they made many trips to and from Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin 
during her short 19 day life. The following story is one example of how they have made Uphaven’s mission 
about more than transportation. Uphaven is helping families access care with less stress, more support, and 
moments of relief along the way.

On Mother’s Day, volunteer pilot, Marie, flew a family from Osceola, Wisconsin to Milwaukee, and volunteer 
pilot, Brian, flew them back home the next day, so their 11-month-old daughter could receive treatment at 
Children’s Wisconsin for severe pulmonary hypertension.

For this family, accessing care means traveling five hours by car each way. Children’s Wisconsin in 
Milwaukee is the closest facility offering the specialized care their daughter needs.
Instead of spending the holiday on the road, the family was able to spend Mother's Day together before 
departing that evening on a flight for Milwaukee. The flights turned what could have been a stressful journey 
into a memorable experience, with scenic views for mom and dad and a comfortable nap for their daughter. In 
Milwaukee, volunteer driver, Ben, helped with car transportation, ensuring the family could focus on their 
daughter’s care rather than the logistics of travel.

The Uphaven team is grateful to Marie, Brian, and Ben for donating their time, aircraft, and compassion to 
support this family. To learn more visit flyuphaven.org.

Confirmation Class

All of our 8th graders are invited to join the pastors for a time to journey deeper into their own faith.  We’ll 

travel through the main stories of the Bible and ask, “What does God want us to hear in these words, what 

does God want us to learn, and what is God calling us to do as followers of Christ?”  We’ll dig deeper into 

what it means for us to live out our faith in our daily lives.  Our first time to gather is Sunday, October 11th.  

We’ll meet from 11:00am til Noon.  Snacks will be provided!

Ushers and Altar Guild Volunteers Needed!

The worship team is looking for new faces of two of our important teams, teams that keep our services vibrant 

and running seamlessly: Ushers and Altar Guild.  We are looking for both individuals and families who would 

like to participate.  Your help would be greatly appreciated!  Please contact Kate Potter-Barrow at church or 

via text at 262-498-7593 for more information or to let her know you’d like to join one of our teams.  Thanks!

https://goodgifts.elca.org/page/72439/shop/1
https://dp4n0.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/1f8JIKXwHGapj7Ze8p8j8wZle3/4DEoPWeu2I_W


Prayer Team
The HCLC Prayer Team wants to pray for you! Share your joys, sorrows and  concerns and your 
brothers and sisters in Christ will hold you in prayer. There  is power and blessing in praying for 
each other. Send your prayer requests to amylarsen2406@att.net. You can also write your prayer 
request on the lavender card in the pew rack and put it in the offering plate, give it to an usher, or 
bring it to the office.  If you would like to become part of the prayer team and receive the prayer 
request emails once or twice a week, please contact the office or Amy Larsen. And of course, you 
can always call or email the office to have a name added to the prayers on Sunday morning. For 
confidentiality reasons we only use first names for our prayers on Sunday mornings and in our 
prayer emails. Prayer changes things!

Quilting Group
The HCLC quilters meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. to work on quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief. No quilting experience is needed to be able to help!  You can also help by 
making a donation to help purchase batting or by donating lightly used full, queen, or king size 
flat sheets that you no longer need that they can repurpose as backings for the quilts.  Contact 
Evelyn Lajiness, 262-634-0527, or Linda Holmquist, 262-633-0032, with questions. 

Upcoming Worship, Education, Fellowship, and Service Opportunities
Sunday, September 20 – 9:30 Worship/Sunday School

11:00 Youth Gathering Meeting
Monday, September 21 – 10:00 Monday Morning Bible Study

12:30 Food Pantry
Tuesday, September 22 – 1:00 Quilters
Wednesday, September 23 – 4:00 – 6:00 Diaper Ministry
Friday, September 25 – 12:30 Food Pantry
Sunday, September 27 – 9:30 Worship/Sunday School
Monday, September 28 – 10:00 Monday Morning Bible Study

12:30 Food Pantry
Friday, October 2 – 12:30 Food Pantry
Sunday, October 4 – 9:30 Worship/Sunday School
Monday, October 5 – 12:30 Food Pantry
Tuesday, October 6 – Ketchup Club @ Chit Chaat
Thursday, October 8 – Birthday Club
Friday, October 9 – 9:00 Men’s Group

12:30 Food Pantry

Holy Communion Church Council 
President Joleen Carlson president, Vice President Gary Wood, Secretary Laurie Knudson, 
Treasurer   Kylee Albright, Members at large Rose Adamski, Steve Barootian, David Knudson, 
Rebecca Mason, and Polly Timmerman

Office hours Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Finance Update
August Finance Numbers Year to Date Finance Numbers
Revenue:        $    39,459.89 Revenue:      $  381,659.00
Expense:     $    50,158.79 Expense:        $ 421,024.31
Net Income:   $  (10,698.90) Net Income: $ (39,365.31)

In person attendance on September 13, 2026 – 98   Households watching online – 24
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