
Sunday, September 13th, 2026
The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Sharing the Light! 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church
2000 West Sixth Street Racine, Wisconsin  53405

A community called to Worship, Learn, Love, and Serve



Special thanks to assisting minister Kathy Berg, lector and communion assistant Roger Degerman, 
AV technician Lynn Helmke,  ushers Steve Barootian, David Krueger, Gary Lequia, and Ed Wosilait, altar 

guild Sandy Ivanoski, Kay Krause, Lori Neu, and Joni Reske, coffee fellowship Shelley Lussmyer, 
councilperson in charge Kylee Albright, and musicians Gregory Berg, Cheryl Belland, Elaine Lewis, 

and Ann Heide for sharing their time and talent with us today.

Please stand if you are able where there is an asterisk *  in the bulletin. 

PRELUDE   (a quiet time of reflection, to prepare for worship)

*GATHERING SONG



*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,

who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,

let us confess our sin.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness

in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.

Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.

Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



*KYRIE



*HYMN OF PRAISE



*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O Lord God, merciful judge, 
you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, 
that we may delight in doing your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC "Bless the Lord, O my Soul" (Andre Crouch).

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Lisa Lequia

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

L: Good and gracious God, a new school year has begun. We ask for your special blessing upon these 
backpacks and the children who will carry them.

As they do the important work of being students, bless them with:

eagerness to learn,

respect for their teachers and classmates,

safety as they travel to and from school,

joy when learning comes easily,

perseverance when learning is hard,

courage to ask for help and offer help to others,

kind hearts that notice and include those who may feel alone,

and opportunities to discover and share the unique gifts you have given them.

A: God of all knowledge and wisdom, these students and backpacks remind us that a new school 
year is underway. We ask your blessing upon them and upon all students, young and old, as they 
begin a new year.

Help them discover and develop the gifts you have given them. As they grow in knowledge, may they 
also grow in kindness and compassion. Teach them to respect themselves and others, include those 
who feel left out, help those in need, and use their gifts to make their schools and communities 
better.

Bless their teachers, families, and all who care for them. Strengthen these adults to surround every 
student with encouragement, support, patience, and love.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

NOISY OFFERING



WORD

FIRST READING: Romans 14: 8-13

. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, 

we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the 

living.
10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? 

For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 13 Let us therefore no longer pass judgment on one another, 

but resolve instead never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother or sister.

PSALM: Psalm 103:[1-7} 8-13
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul,

and forget not all God’s benefits—
3 who forgives all your sins

and heals all your diseases;
4 who redeems your life from the grave

and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
5 who satisfies your desires with good things

so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
6 O LORD, you provide vindication

and justice for all who are oppressed.
7 You made known your ways to Moses

and your works to the children of Israel.
8 LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
9 you will not always accuse us,

nor will you keep your anger forever.
10 You have not dealt with us according to our sins,

nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth,

so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12 As far as the east is from the west,

so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
13 As a father has compassion for his children,

so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

*GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord. 

21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should I forgive? As 

many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 

slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as 

he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and 

payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 

you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But 

that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and 

seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 

‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he 

would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they 

went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You 

wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on 

your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he 

would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON     Pastor Laura Fladten



*HYMN OF THE DAY
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*APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen

*INVITATION SONG



*LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, 

and the glory,

forever and ever.  Amen

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG



DISTRIBUTION HYMN

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace.   
Amen.



*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you. 

OFFERING

*OFFERTORY



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We thank you, loving God, for the joy and excitement of new beginnings. Bless Lisa, Kate, Patrick, Pastor 
Mark, Pastor Laura, and all others who devote their time, energy, creativity and love to the children and young 
people of this congregation. May today be the beginning of exciting new adventures in faith for them .... and 
for all of us, Lord in your mercy,
HEAR OUR PRAYER.

We thank you, loving God, for the gifts of sunshine, rain, and soil that allow the fruits of the earth to 
flourish. Bless farmers and gardeners and all others who tend to the earth - and help all of us to treat the earth 
more wisely - so that our children and our children's children will be able to partake of this world's 
bounty. Lord in your mercy,
HEAR OUR PRAYER.

We thank you, loving God, for the talents and gifts that You have given to each of us and for every opportunity 
you give us to make use of those talents and gifts. Open our eyes and hearts to appreciate each other as the 
unique individuals you intended us to be - and help us to do all we can to make sure that everyone feels valued 
and appreciated. Lord in your mercy,
HEAR OUR PRAYER.

We thank you, loving God, for drawing us into Your embrace when we experience loss or pain or difficulty of 
any kind. Today we name…. Remind us of the help and hope that is found in You. Lord in your mercy,
HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Hear these prayers and the unspoken prayers of our hearts, that we might experience the full measure of your 
grace and mercy, through Christ our Lord, 
AMEN.

BLESSING
The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.
The God of grace
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.



*CLOSING HYMN

*DISMISSAL

Go out in joy.  Be led forth in peace.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



Announcements

Altar Flowers
The flowers on the altar this morning were given in memory of Richard & Monica Gellott on 
what would have been their 75th wedding anniversary, given with love by their daughter, 
Laura Gellott.

Welcome Visitors!
A special welcome to any visitors worshipping with us this morning. Please fill out one of the  yellow 
cards in the pew rack in front of you so we can acknowledge your visit with us.  You can put your 
completed card into the offering plate or give it to an usher or a pastor before you leave. Please join us in 
the lounge after worship for a treat and a time of fellowship.

Communion By Intinction
All are welcome to come to the table for Communion.  We offer Holy Communion through Intinction
(dipping the wafer into the chalice of wine).  There are gluten free wafers and grape juice available in the 
center if that is your preference.

Diaper Ministry
Thanks to Jim and Joleen Carlson for sponsoring the Diaper Depot delivery in September in honor and 
memory of family members.
If you see diapers on sale in sizes 4,5 or 6, please consider picking up a box for the Diaper Ministry! 
Also, if you have children’s clothes or books that are no longer needed please donate and we will give 
them a new home!
Our September distribution dates September 23 rd from 4 - 6PM and . Contact Kylee Albright 
kygregg@mac.com or Amy Larsen amylarsen2406@att.net with questions or to volunteer.

Food Pantry
During the month of September the pantry is asking for donations of cereal, bar soap, jelly, saltines, and                     
pork & beans  The pantry can also use clean, lightly used plastic shopping bags, large brown paper bags,                     
and reusable bags for packing the groceries.
The pantry has a very large supply of greeting cards and do not need any at this time!  They will take 
Bibles, children’s Bible storybooks, adult inspirational books (such as devotional books or Bible Study 
books), 2027 calendars, pens and pencils, and cookbooks.  Please do not bring other types of books.  We 
also do not take dishes, clothing,  or other household items.
A big thank you to all the pantry volunteers and donors who make our ministry possible! 

New Member Class will be held on Sunday, October 18th, 11:00AM – 12:30. (Installation and 
welcome of new members on Reformation Sunday, October 25th).
We welcome and invite all who are interested in becoming part of our church family here at Holy 
Communion Lutheran Church . Goodies will be served, stories will be shared, and hopefully it will be a 
time of blessing for all. Please call Heidi in the church office (262-632-8802) or let Pastor Laura or 
Pastor Mark know you’ll be joining us so that we can plan accordingly.

Monday Morning Bible Study
Monday Morning Bible Study will resume tomorrow, September 14th.  The discussions this fall will be 
about the upcoming Sunday’s gospel lesson.  (The gospel for September 20th is Matthew 20:1-16.)  The 
group meets in the lounge at 10:00.  Everyone is welcome to join them! 

In person attendance Sunday, September 6, 2026 - 81      Households watching online - 24



Spotlight on HCLC’s Donations from the Tithe Fund
Many of you will remember the wonderful blessing we received last calendar year from estate money. In 
years past we had approved a continuing resolution to set aside a 10% tithe from larger donations received 
by the church. Last year’s estate gift resulted in a tithe fund and we asked for the congregation to give 
input on what the council should do with that money. We received many wonderful suggestions from all 
of you and after some discussions, decisions have been made. We will be spotlighting where the funds 
will go in bulletins and the newsletter. What a blessing we have been given and what a blessing to be able 
to share it!

Tithe Spotlight: Feather a Nest
Feather a Nest is a Safe Haven of Racine program that provides free furniture and household goods to 
help low-income individuals and families transition out of homelessness and into their own homes. They 
turn empty apartments into safe, clean and functional homes with dignity by providing beds, mattresses, 
dressers, tables and everyday household essentials for people coming out of local shelters or unstable 
housing.
For more information go to: https://www.safehavenofracine.org/feather-a-nest/.

Tithe Spotlight: Families In Transition (FIT) program of RUSD
You might recognize this program from hearing about it from our noisy offering donations. We are happy 
to add to that support, helping RUSD support children who are homeless or living in transitional 
housing. The program helps school-age children overcome barriers to identification, enrollment and 
participation in public education. Services include case management, academic support, and referral 
services.
To find more information: https://www.rusd.org/page/families-in-transition.

Ushers and Altar Guild Volunteers Needed! 
The worship committee is looking for new faces on two of our important teams, teams that keep our 
services vibrant and running seamlessly: Usher and Altar Guild. We are looking for both individuals or 
families who would like to participate. Your help would be greatly appreciated! Please contact Kate 
Potter-Barrow at church or via text at 262.498.7593 for more information or to let me know you’d like to 
join one of our teams. Thanks!

Craft Sale Fundraiser for the Youth
To help the young people who will attend the 2027 Youth Gathering in Minneapolis next summer, we are 
going to have a craft sale after the worship service on November 8th.  If you make crafts of any kind, 
please consider donating some items.  Bring your table runners, napkins, hand bags, tote bags, wood items 
like signs and shelves, wreaths, ornaments and other holiday decorations, jewelry, greeting cards and other 
paper goods, dolls, stuffed toys, ceramics… whatever you make!  All proceeds will go to help defray the 
costs for the youth who will be attending.  Watch for more information as the sale nears.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Linda Godson, ltgyg1020@gmail.com

2027 Youth Gathering Meeting – After Worship September 20th

This is for all of our youth who will be participating inn the 2027 Youth Gathering next summer in 
Minneapolis. It will be a very short meeting to hand out registration information that will need to be 
turned in by October 1st.

Collecting Underwear, Socks, and T-Shirts for the Hospitality Center
Thank you for the wonderful donations of adult sized socks, underwear and t-shirts brought to the church 
picnic for “Undie Sunday”.  The Hospitality Center has an ongoing need for these items, so we are 
continuing to collect them.  If you bring them on a Sunday, you can put them in the barrel in the narthex 
with the bright pink “Love In Action” sign.  During the week you can bring them to the office.  Thank you 
for all the ways you share your love with our neighbors! 

https://www.safehavenofracine.org/feather-a-nest/about/
https://www.rusd.org/page/families-in-transition
mailto:ltgyg1020@gmail.com


Third Tuesday Bible Study
Acts chapter 18 will be the focus of our study in September. The study guide is on pages 158 to 165 in 
William Barclay. It begins “In the Worst City Of All” ((Acts 18:1-11), Corinth. Paul’s preaching angered the 
Jews so Paul reached out to Gentiles for a year and a half. The Jews tried to get the government to stop Paul’s 
preaching, but they refused (Acts 18:12-17). Then in Acts 18:18-23 Paul “Returns To Antioch” (pages 161-
162).
“The Entry Of Apollos” (18:24-28) introduces a Jew who very effectively taught about Jesus and was a great 
help to these new Christians. Paul was also teaching in Ephesus and stayed almost three years. Christianity is 
truly spreading through the Roman Empire beyond the Jews and among the Gentiles.
September 15th from 10:00 to 11:30 meet at Julie Burton’s home (136 Steeplechase Drive) to discuss the 
18th chapter of Acts.

Prayer Team
The HCLC prayer team wants to pray for you!  Share your joys, sorrows, and concerns and your brothers and 
sisters in Christ will hold you in prayer.  Send your prayer request to amylarsen2406@att.net or call the 
church office, 262-32-8802.  You can also write a prayer request on the lavender card in the pew in the pew 
rack in front of you and place it in the offering plate or give it to an usher.  For confidentiality reasons we 
only use first names for our prayer emails and in church on Sunday morning.  If you would like to become 
part of the prayer team and receive the prayer request emails once or twice a week, please contact Amy to let 
her know.  Prayer changes things!

Upcoming Worship, Service, Education, and Fellowship Opportunities
Sunday, September 13 – 9:30 Worship/Backpack Blessing

First Day of Sunday School
Monday, September 14 – 10:00 Monday Morning Bible Study

12:30 Food Pantry
Tuesday September 15 – 10:00 Third Tuesday Bible Study
Friday, September 18 – 12:30 Food Pantry
Saturday, September 19 –Peyton’s Birthday Lemonade Stand
Sunday, September 20 – 9:30 Worship/Sunday School

11:00 Youth Gathering Meeting
Monday, September 21 – 10:00 Monday Morning Bible Study

12:30 Food Pantry
Tuesday, September 22 – 1:00 Quilters
Wednesday, September 23 – 4:00 – 6:00 Diaper Ministry
Friday, September 25 – 12:30 Food Pantry
Sunday, September 27 – 9:30 Worship/Sunday School
Monday, September 28 – 10:00 Monday Morning Bible Study

12:30 Food Pantry
Friday, October 2 – 12:30 Food Pantry
Sunday, October 4 – 9:30 Worship/Sunday School

Holy Communion Church Council 

President Joleen Carlson president, Vice President Gary Wood, Secretary Laurie Knudson, Treasurer                       

Kylee Albright, Members at large Rose Adamski, Steve Barootian, David Knudson, Rebecca Mason, and 

Polly Timmerman

Office hours Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Finance Update

June Finance Numbers Year-to-date Finance Numbers

Revenue:        $37,299.40 Revenue:         $295,220.08

Expense:        $49,547.64 Expense:         $322,393.16

Net Income:   $(12,248.24) Net Income:    $(27,172.18) 

mailto:amylarsen2406@att.net

