
Sunday,  July 5, 2026
The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost

Sharing the Light! 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church
2000 West Sixth Street Racine, Wisconsin  53405

A community called to Worship, Learn, Love, and Serve



Special thanks to assisting minister Laura Jansen, lector Linda Godson, AV technician Lynn Helmke,    
altar guild Grade Deibert, Sue DiPasquale Peterson, Katie Peterson, and Lynn Sinclair,

ushers Jim Carlson, Roger Degerman, David Leisner, and Gary Wood, councilperson in charge                            
Gary Wood, and musicians Ann Heide, Elaine Lewis,  and Gregory Berg, for sharing their time and talent 

with us today.

Please stand if you are able where there is an asterisk *  in the bulletin. 

PRELUDE   (a quiet time of reflection, to prepare for worship)

*GATHERING SONG



*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
source of hope in every nation,
rest for the weary,
glory and peace to the ends of the earth.
Amen.

Let us bring every burden to God.

God of all mercy,
we have sinned against you,
our neighbors, and your creation.
Within ourselves and our communities,
our desire to do what is good
is at war with the evil that dwells in us.
We lament the evil that holds us captive.
We repent of the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us
for lives of compassion and courage
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

All-merciful, Almighty God
forgive you all your sins
through the grace of ☩ Jesus Christ,
and by the Spirit’s power
strengthen you in doing what is good.
Amen.

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



*KYRIE



*HYMN OF PRAISE



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. 

You have made us for yourself, 

and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. 

Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, 

know you, and serve you, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Lisa Lequia

NOISY OFFERING

WORD

FIRST READING: Romans 7:15-25a
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do 

what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells 

within me. 18 For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the 

good lies close at hand, but not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I 

do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me.
21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the 

law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making 

me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from 

this body of death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 145:8-14
8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,

slow to anger and abounding in |love.
9 LORD, you are good to all,

and your compassion is over all your works.
10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD,

and your faithful ones shall bless you.
11 They shall tell of the glory |your kingdom

and speak of your power,
12 that all people may know of your power

and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages.

You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
14 The Lord upholds all |who fall

and lifts up those who are bowed down.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

The holy gospel according to Matthew, beginning at the eleventh chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 

marketplaces and calling to one another,

17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating 

and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom 

is vindicated by her deeds.”

25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 

things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your 

gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the 

Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my 

yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON     Pastor Laura Fladten



*HYMN OF THE DAY  “Come Unto Me”  (GB)

Congregation sings the refrain

Leader:  Come to the fountain, the fountain of goodness
Taste the living waters that are flowing there.
Waters to renew you, refreshment flowing through you,
Taste and you will know my tender gracious care.

Refrain

Leader: Come to the mountain, the mountain of mercy..
There you will be sheltered in my pastures green. 
Though the world be shaken, you are not forsaken. 
In my Word of promise may you now believe. 

*APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.   
Amen



*INVITATION SONG

*LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG



DISTRIBUTION HYMN

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in His grace.   
Amen.



*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you. 

OFFERING

*OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God,
for waves of grain and harvesters,
fruitful vines and winepresses,
for our labor and our rest,
for the gifts of your hand in this land.
Transform us and what we offer
into the banquet of your compassion,
serving your love without limits
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray. (brief silence)

We pray for the church - and for this congregation - that we might be alive in your Spirit and attentive to your 
Word. Guide us as we look to the future. In our fear, grant us courage. In our discouragement, grant us 
hope. In our sorrow, grant us new joy. And in our hesitancy, help us to be open to new possibilities for ministry 
in our community and in the wider world. Lord in your mercy,
HEAR OUR PRAYER.

We pray for our country - for our leaders - and for all of us as citizens .... that You might help us to rebuild the 
lines of communication and trust that have been broken. Help us to listen more attentively and respectfully to 
one another - even to those we see as adversaries. Where it is possible, make us open to compromise and 
cooperation, so we might find ways to work together for the good of all. And when we find ourselves 
compelled to stand our ground, help us to do so with humility ..... and always with love at the heart of all we say 
and do. Lord in your mercy,
HEAR OUR PRAYER.

We pray for our community - and especially for those who are struggling in any way for whatever reason. Help 
us to see the needy in our community with compassion and grace, and remind us of the importance of loving 
others not only in words - but also in deeds of kindness. Bless the work of our food pantry, our diaper ministry, 
and all of the other ways in which we seek to minister to the needs of others. Remind us that it is in giving that 
we receive the richest blessings that life has to offer. Lord in your mercy,
HEAR OUR PRAYER.

We pray for the sick, the weary, the discouraged - for all who are weighed down by hurts of any kind. We pray 
for….. We continue to pray for those caught in the devastation of the earthquakes in Venezuela ... for those 
living in places of conflict ... those contending with dangerous heat ... for all who are bearing difficulty 
burdens. Grant them help. And remind all of us of the importance of being grateful for the blessings we have 
been given. Lord in your mercy, 
HEAR OUR PRAYER.

We offer these spoken prayers- and the unspoken prayers of our hearts - knowing that you hear our prayers and 
respond with grace and mercy beyond all measure, through Christ our Lord,
AMEN.

BLESSING
The Author of life,
the Word of salvation,
the Breath of new birth,
☩ one God, bless you
and equip you for living and serving,
today and every day.
Amen.



*CLOSING HYMN

.



*DISMISSAL

Go in peace.  Seek liberty and justice for all.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Please join us in the lounge for coffee and fellowship.

Announcements
Altar Flowers
The flowers on the altar this morning are in memory of Joe Cuccio, Jr. given with love by   
Jim & Joleen Carlson and Kevin & Joan Watson..

Welcome Visitors!
A special welcome to any visitors worshipping with us this morning. Please fill out one of the  yellow 
cards in the pew rack in front of you so we can acknowledge your visit with us.  You can put your 
completed card into the offering plate or give it to an usher or a pastor before you leave. Please join us in 
the lounge after worship for a treat and a time of fellowship.

Communion By Intinction
All are welcome to come to the table for Communion.  We offer  Holy Communion through Intinction
(dipping the wafer into the chalice of wine).  There are gluten free wafers and grape juice available in the 
center.  If you feel more comfortable communing in your pew, there are individual cups available on the 
tables in the back of the sanctuary.

Food Pantry
For July the pantry is asking for donations of 15 oz. cans of mixed fruit, 15 oz, cans of peaches, tomato 
soup, canned pasta, pork & beans, and instant potatoes.   We also need clean, lightly used, plastic and 
large, brown paper shopping bags. If you have cookbooks, children’s Bible storybooks, greeting cards, 
pens, or pencils that you won't use, the pantry clients are happy to receive them. Thank you all for your 
generosity and love for your neighbors!

Diaper Ministry
Thanks to Joleen and Jim Carlson who sponsor this month’s Diaper Depot  delivery in memory of Joe 
Cuccio.

Do you have any children’s books or clothing at home which are not needed anymore? Please consider 
donating them to our ministry.  July distribution dates are July 8 th from 11AM – 1PM and July 22 nd
from 4-6 PM.

Contact Kylee Albright kygregg@mac.com or Amy Larsen amylarsen2406@att.net with questions or to 
volunteer.



Save the Date! Picnic and Undie Sunday, August 9th
While you are getting all your summer planning done, don’t forget to put the church picnic 
on calendar. We will worship in the Wieczorek Pavillion at Pritchard Park, 2800 Ohio St. 
(same place as the last two years) on Sunday, August 9th at 9:30pa.m.  After worship we’ll 
have a potluck picnic lunch.                             

And, we are launching a brand-new outreach effort that day: Undie Sunday.  This new ministry grows out of our 
congregations  long-held commitment to share Christ’s love through caring for our neighbors with dignity and 
compassion.  We’ll be collecting all sizes of new underwear, t-shirts, and socks for children, teens, and adults in 
our community.  These basics, often overlooked but always needed, provide comfort, confidence, and a tangible 
reminder of God’s love made practical.

On kick-off Sunday we will bless the first donations during worship and celebrate the start of this new ministry. 
Rain or shine we will gather in the park and rejoice! 

Diaper Ministry
Thanks to Joleen and Jim Carlson who sponsor this month’s Diaper Depot  delivery in memory of Joe Cuccio.
Do you have any children’s books or clothing at home which are not needed anymore? Please consider donating 
them to our ministry. July distribution dates are July 8 th from 11AM – 1PM and July 22 nd from 4-6 PM.
Contact Kylee Albright kygregg@mac.com or Amy Larsen amylarsen2406@att.net with questions or to 
volunteer.

Men’s Group
The men’s group will meet in the lounge at 9:00 a.m. this Friday, July 10th..  All men are encouraged to join 
them for coffee and conversation.  Questions?  Contact Pastor Mark, pastormark.hclc@gmail.com

Youth Gathering Informational Meeting
Youth going into grades 8th-12th are invited to learn more about the 2027 ELCA Youth
Gathering in Minneapolis…a powerful time of worship & fun, service & learning, and
community building with thousands of Lutheran teens from across the country and beyond. 
This life-shaping experience helps young people grow in faith, build friendships, and see the 
church in a whole new way.
Join us for an Informational Meeting on either July 19th or July 26th (following worship in the 
youth/education room) to hear details about the trip, fundraising, and how our group will prepare together. 
Parents/guardians are encouraged to attend. If you have any questions, please see Pastor Laura.

Ketchup Club
Plan to join us for lunch at 11:30 on Tuesday, July 7th at The Chartroom,  209 Dodge St.  The group enjoyed 
their meal there so much in June they decided to return in July!  These relaxed, casual lunches are a nice way to 
catch up with old friends and make some new ones! If you know you will be there, contact Pastor Laura, 
pastorlaura.hclc@gmail.com, or the office, office.hclc@gmail.com so we can get the right size table.  If you 
suddenly find yourself  free, please come join us and we’ll happily make room for another chair at the table.

Lounge Mural  
The wall in our lounge is filling up with names of past and current members!  The plan is to have the leaves  
continue down the hallway as if they are blowing towards the sanctuary.  Each leaf is $10 and the sign up sheets 
can  be found in the back of the sanctuary, the welcome center and the office. Please make checks payable to 
Holy Communion and put “lounge tree mural” in the memo line or on the envelope.

Altar Flowers
There are still open dates for altar flowers.  No one is signed up for July 12th or 19th, August 16th, 23rd, and 30th, 
October 25th, November 8th, 15th, and 29th.  Each vase costs $28.00 and there is room for two vases each week.  
There are altar flower forms in the office, the welcome center, and in the back of the sanctuar

In person attendance on Sunday, June 28th – 113   Households watching worship online - 15

mailto:pastormark.hclc@gmail.com


Part-time Custodial Job Opening
We are in need of a new sexton (custodian). If you know of someone who is retired or semi-retired or who 
wants a part-time job, please contact the office. The sexton has responsibilities of managing and maintaining 
the property including: general cleaning, lawn maintenance, snow removal, troubleshooting facility problems 
as they arise, taking out garbage, vacuuming/mopping, and other simple maintenance of the church and 
parish house. The applicant should have basic handyman skills and be available on Sunday mornings during 
the winter to do sidewalks if there is snow. Hours are generally 20-24 every 2 weeks. There are no benefits 
with this position.

Applicants may contact the office at 262-632-8802 or office.hclc@gmail.com

Quilting Group
The HCLC quilters meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. to work on quilts for Lutheran 
World Relief. Often, when natural disasters strike or war drives families from their homes, our hearts ache 
with compassion but we don’t know how to help. Making Lutheran World Relief Mission Quilts is a tangible 
way to express love to our neighbors in need. Quilts can be used as warm bedding, simple tents or floor 
coverings. Each one reflects God's loving presence in a world rife with suffering.   No quilting experience is 
needed to be able to help!  You can also help by making a donation to help purchase batting or by donating 
lightly used full, queen, or king size flat sheets that you no longer need that they can repurpose as backings 
for the quilts.  Contact Evelyn Lajiness, 262-634-0527, or Linda Holmquist, 262-633-0032, with questions. 

Upcoming Worship, Education, Fellowship, and Service Opportunities

Monday, July 6 – 12:30 Food Pantry

Tuesday, July 7 – 11:30 Ketchup Club

Wednesday, July 8 – 10:00 Book Club

11:00–1:00 Diaper Ministry

Thursday, July 9 – 10:00 Birthday Club

Friday, July 10 – 9:00 Men’s Group

12:30 Food Pantry

Sunday, July 12 – 9:30 Worship

Monday, July 13 – 12:30 Food Pantry

Tuesday, July 14 – 1:00 Quilters

Friday, July 17 – 12:30 Food Pantry

Sunday, July 19 – 9:30 Worship

10:30 Youth Gathering Informational Meeting

Monday, July 20 – 12:30 Food Pantry

Tuesday, July 21 – 10:00 Third Tuesday Bible Study

Wednesday, July 22 – 9:30 Worship

Friday, July 24 – 12:30 Food Pantry

Holy Communion Church Council 

President Joleen Carlson president, Vice President Gary Wood, Secretary Laurie Knudson, Treasurer                       

Kylee Albright, Members at large Rose Adamski, Steve Barootian, David Knudson, Rebecca Mason, and 

Polly Timmerman

Office hours Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Finance Update

May Finance Numbers Year to Date Finance Numbers

Revenue:        $  36,226.82 Revenue:     $257,921.58

Expense:        $  54,937.02 Expense:     $272,768.52

Net Income:   $(18,710.20) Net Income:      $ (14,846.94)

mailto:office.hclc@gmail.com
http://gmail.com/

