
 

Sharing the Light!  

 

 

Holy Communion Lutheran Church 
A community called to Worship, Learn, Love and Serve. 

2000 West Sixth Street  Racine, Wisconsin 
 

Sunday, January 18, 2026 

The  Second Sunday After Ephiphany 



 

Special thanks to assisting minister Gary Wee, lector Marianne Jensen, communion assistant Amy Larsen,  

AV technicians Barb Salvo and Asia Doidge, ushers Jim Carlson, Roger Degerman, David Leisner, and Gary 

Wood, altar guild Sandy Ivanoski, Kay Krause, Lori Neu, Lindsay Newton, and Joni Reske,   coffee fellowship 

Sally Neitzel, councilperson in charge Rebecca Mason, musicians Cheryl Belland, Ann Heide, Elaine Lewis, 

and Betty Petersen, and Gregory Berg  and the Senior Choi rfor sharing their time and talent with us today.  

 
 

Please stand, if you are able, where there is an asterisk * in the bulletin. 

 
PRELUDE   (A quiet time of reflection, to prepare for worship.)   
 

  
                                                                                                      

*GATHERING SONG 



 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 

the Word who spoke life into being, 

the Wind stirring the waters. 

Amen. 

 

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 

you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 

at the expense of our neighbors. 

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 

We say the right words, 

but our hearts are far from you. 

Turn us to seek your face. 

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 

that we may do justice, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 

 

The former things have passed away, 

and new things God now declares: 

Like a spring of water that never fails, 

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 

and bless you with the gift of peace. 

Amen. 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



*KYRIE 



*HYMN OF PRAISE 



 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, our strength and our redeemer,  

by your Spirit hold us forever, that through your grace  

we may worship you and faithfully serve you,  

follow you and joyfully find you,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen  

 
CHORAL ANTHEM   "On The  Wings of a Snow White Dove”   Bob Ferguson    Senior Choir 

When Jesus went down to the river to pray,  
He was baptized in the usual way. 
And it was done, God blessed His Son. 
He sent Him His love on the Wings of a Dove. 
 
REF:  On the wings of a Snow-White Dove 
He sends His pure sweet love, 
sent from above on the wings of a dove. 
 
When troubles surround us - When evils come - 
The body grows weak - the spirit grows numb -  
When trials beset us, God will not forget us. 
He sends down His love on the wings of a dove.   REF.  
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Lisa Lequia 
 
NOISY OFFERING 
  
CHILDREN AND YOUTH MAY GO TO CHOIR 
 
WORD   
FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-7 
 1 Listen to me, O coastlands; 

  pay attention, you peoples from far away! 

 The Lord called me before I was born; 

  while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 

 2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 

  in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

 he made me a polished arrow; 

  in his quiver he hid me away. 

 3 And he said to me, “You are my servant, 

  Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 

 4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; 

  I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

 yet surely my cause is with the Lord 

  and my reward with my God.” 

 

 5 And now the Lord says, 

  who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 

 to bring Jacob back to him, 

  and that Israel might be gathered to him, 

  



 

for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, 

  and my God has become my strength— 

 6 he says, 

 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

  to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

  and to restore the survivors of Israel; 

 I will give you as a light to the nations, 

  that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 

 7 Thus says the Lord, 

  the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 

 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 

  the slave of rulers, 

 “Kings shall see and stand up; 

  princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 

 because of the Lord, who is faithful, 

  the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm  40:1-11 

 1 I waited patiently upon the Lord, 

  who stooped to me and heard my cry. 

 2 The Lord lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the miry clay, 

  and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my footing sure. 

 3 The Lord put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; 

  many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the Lord. 

 4 Happy are they who trust in the Lord! 

  They do not turn to enemies or to those who follow lies.  

 5 Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God!  

       In your plans for us, none can be compared with you! 

  Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! But they are more than  I can count. 

 6 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire; 

  you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sin-offering you have required.  

 7 And so I said, “Here I  am; I come. 

  In the scroll of the book it is written of me: 

 8 ‘I love to do your will, O my God; 

  your law is deep within me.’ ” 

 9 I proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly; 

  I have not restrained my lips, O Lord, you know. 

 10 I have not hidden your righteousness in my heart;  

       I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; 

  I have not concealed your steadfast love and truth from the great assembly. 

 11 You are the Lord; do not withhold your compassion from me; 

  may your steadfast love and your truth continually keep me safe.  

 



 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL: John 1:29-42 

The holy gospel according to John, the first chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
29 [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world!30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was 

before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be re-

vealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained 

on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom 

you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I myself have seen 

and have testified that this is the Chosen One.” 

 

  35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus walk by he  

exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, 

“Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” 

They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in 

the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated    

Anointed). 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to 

be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON           It’s Too Light a Thing            Pastor Mark Doidge    

 

CHILDREN RETURN TO WORSHIP 



 

*HYMN OF THE DAY   #715  vv. 1, 2. 5 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION SONG 

 



 
 
 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory,   
forever and ever.   
Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you and keep you in His grace.   Amen. 

 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
And also with you. 
 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH MAY GO TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 
OFFERTORY 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, let us bring our prayers before Almighty God, our source of hope and 

help.    (brief silence)  

 

God of Renewal, You make all things new.  Help us to embrace the exciting possibilities of this new year. Free 

us from stale, safe thinking - that we might be open to new adventures and challenges.  We especially pray for 

the church - and for this community of faith.  Bless Pastor Mark, Pastor Laura, the members of our church 

council, and all who lead our ministries here, that all we do might be pleasing in your sight.  Loving God, 

HEAR OUR PRAYER.  

 

God of peace, You intended the human race to live as one loving family.  Dismantle our suspicions of those we 

see as different from us, and bring new clarity and sensitivity to our relationships. Be present where there is 

conflict or discord, and sustain the efforts of all who are engaged in peacemaking work of any kind. And give 

us courage when we must confront and resist the forces of darkness and hatred in our world.    Loving God, 

HEAR OUR PRAYER.  

 

God of creation, You have fashioned for us a world teeming with life and filled with beauty.  Forgive us for 

taking the natural wonders of this world for granted and for failing to understand the close interconnectedness 

of all that You have made.  Curb our insensitivity and greed and make us wiser stewards of the planet with 

which you have entrusted us.   Loving God,  

HEAR OUR PRAYER.  

 

God of compassion, You call us to live You call us to live lives of relentless kindness.  Open our eyes and 

hearts to the needs and hurts of others, and help our words and deeds to be loving in every way.  We also pray 

for greater understanding of ourselves, our own needs, and our own limitations.  Help us to be wise in how we 

use our time and energy, and grant us your never-failing grace and mercy as we strive to be faithful to the call 

of your gospel.   Loving God, 

HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

 

God of healing, You are with us not only in life's joys, but in its pain as well.  Draw near to all who are hurting 

or struggling in any way.  We especially remember ....     We also pray for your grace and mercy on behalf of 

all who offer help to others- especially doctors, nurses, aides, EMT's and all front line workers who tend to the 

sick, the injured,. and the dying.  May they be instruments of your grace.   Loving God,  

HEAR OUR PRAYER.  

 

Hear these prayers and the unspoken prayers of our hearts, and grant us your mercy and grace through Christ 

our Lord.    

AMEN 

 

BLESSING 

May the triune God, 

who has put a new song in your mouth 

and tuned your heart for praise 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

    



*CLOSING HYMN    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Do justice.  Love mercy. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



                                                               Announcements 

 

Altar Flowers 

The flowers on the altar were given in anonymously to the glory of God.  

 

Welcome Visitors! 

A special welcome to any visitors worshipping with us this morning. Please fill out one of the yellow cards in 

the pew rack in front of you so we can acknowledge your visit with us.  You can put your completed card into 

the offering plate or give it to an usher or a pastor before you leave.  Please join us in the lounge after the            

worship service for a cup of coffee and a treat and a time of conversation and fellowship. 

 

Communion By Intinction  

All are welcome to come to the table for Communion.  We offer Holy Communion through Intinction (dipping 

of the wafer into chalice of wine).  There are also gluten free wafers and grape juice available in the center. If 

you feel more comfortable communing in your pew, there are individual wafer/juice cups available on the                

tables in the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Holiday Office Hours 

The office will be closed tomorrow, Monday, January 19th. 

 
Food Pantry Needs 
For January the pantry is asking for donations of side dishes, bar soap, toilet paper, 10 oz. cans of tomato soup, 
and 15 oz. cans of mixed fruit.  Right now our peanut butter supply is very low and we are badly in need of 16 
oz. jars of peanut butter.  We also need clean, lightly used plastic and large, brown paper shopping bags.  If 
you have 2026 calendars, greeting cards, pens, or pencils that you won't use, the pantry clients are happy to 
receive them. Thank you all for your generosity and love for your neighbors!  
 
Collecting Coats and Blankets for the Hospitality Center 
Do you have gently used blankets or warm adult coats you no longer need?  We are collecting them to bring to 

the Hospitality Center where they will be given away during our cold winter months.  Items can be dropped 

off in the narthex or in the church office. 

 

Diaper Ministry 

The January Diaper Depot delivery is sponsored by an anonymous donor. Thank you!  Please consider                  

supporting the Diaper Ministry by sponsoring a month of Diaper Depot delivery for $30. 

Our next distribution dates are January 28 th from 4 – 6PM and February 11 th from 11AM – 1PM. Contact 

Kylee Albright kygregg@mac.com or Amy Larsen amylarsen2406@att.net withquestions or to volunteer. 

 

Youth Ministry Events 

Our Confirmation Class meets today after worship until noon.  All 8th graders are invited to join the 

pastors for a time to journey deeper into their own faith.  We’ll travel through the main stories of the Bible and 

ask, “What does God want us to hear in these words, what does god want us to learn, and what is God calling 

us to do as followers of Christ?”  We will dig deeper into what it means to be a Christian, what makes us              

Lutheran, and what it means for us to live out our faith in our daily lives.  Snacks will be provided. 

 

6th - 12th Graders are invited to join the pastors for  a Sunday evening of fun, faith, and food time! We 

are going to meet on January 25th from5:00 - 6:30 and we’ll begin in the kitchen where we’ll all help prepare 

a meal to enjoy!  We’re looking forward to see you all.  Come hungry! 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, February 8th after worship.  We will look back on 2025, 

ahead to what we have planned for 2026, vote on the 2026 budget and elect council members. Please plan to  

stay after worship.  We would like to have your input!  



Changes to our Scrip Program 
We plan on having a NEW PLAN moving forward in 2026 to simplify ordering and reduce inventory.  Will 
keep on hand only what you see in the list below because they are the biggest sellers and turn over quickly.   

Gas:  
4% rebate    Kwik Trip $25, $100 
4% rebate    Speedway $25, $50, $100 

Grocery: 
3% rebate    Festival Foods  $25, $50, $100 
3% rebate    Meijer $25, $50 
3% rebate    Piggly Wiggly $25, $50, $100 
4% rebate    Roundy’s/Pick’nSave $25, $50, $100 

Health: 
5% rebate    Walgreens $25, $100  

General: 
1.5% rebate    Amazon $25, $100 (none currently on hand, but can if someone would like) 
2.5% rebate    Target $10, $25, $50 (None currently on hand, but I typically keep some.) 
1.25% rebate  VISA $25, $50, $100 (none currently on hand, but I typically keep some) 
2.5%  rebate   Walmart/Sam’s Club $25, $50 

 
 

If you would like us to add anything to the above list that you plan to order regularly, we will do that, 
just let us know.   

A complete list of available cards can be found at the SCRIP website:  raiseright.com 
We also have a more limited paper order form at the SCRIP table. 

 
 

We will order monthly at the end of each month anything else you would want that is not on hand.    
Turn in order by the last Sunday of the month.   

You can find a list on the website or get a paper list from us at the SCRIP table. 
It would be helpful to have payment when you drop off the order, but it is more important 

to have the order on that date, than the payment.  
Orders will be available for pick up the following Sunday (1st Sunday of the month) 

 
 

We want to highlight the following cards that are currently on hand, but we would like to sell off to              
reduce inventory.  If you can use any of these cards, please come see us at the SCRIP table!  

6.5%   Dairy Queen $10 x 5 
6%      Firehouse Subs $25 x 6 
7%      Kohl’s $25 x 1 
8%      Marcus Theaters $25 x 2 
12%    Sally Beauty Supply $25 x 1 
4.5%   Starbucks $10 x 7 
 
 

Address and Phone Number Changes for the Directory 
A new directory will be coming out soon.  If you have dropped your landline and only use cell phones, or if 
your address, or email address has changed, please let the office know ASAP.  You can call 262-632-8802, 
email office.hclc@gmail.com, or write a note and put it in the offering plate.  Thank you! 
 
Third Tuesday Bible Study 
Julie Burton is still in Racine so the THIRD TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY will meet at her house instead of by 

Zoom this coming Tuesday, January 20th,  from 10:00 to 11:30. The discussion will be over Acts 7:54 to Acts 

9:9 on pages 70 to 82 in William Barclay.  Please contact Julie if you have questions or need directions 262-

639-5914 or email jaburton5914@gmail.com. 

http://raiseright.com/


 
Noisy Offering Impact 
The Noisy Offering collections for 2025 ($3,016.07) were given to LWR Disaster Response-California            
Wildfires ($519.22), KIVA which is a nonprofit platform that lets people lend small amounts of money to   
entrepreneurs and communities around the world.  The loans are crowdfunded, help people grow businesses or 

access essentials and are repaid so you can relend the money to others ($100.00), Hospitality Center of Racine 
($400.00), Families in Transition (FIT) Program within Racine Unified Schools that provides assistance to 
students living in temporary housing. It assists families with school-age children to overcome the barriers to 

full participation in the public education system, including identification, enrollment and referral services 
($600.00), ELCA Good Gifts-1 God’s Global Barnyard and 8 Fruit Tree Seedlings ($795.00), HCLC Diaper 
Ministry ($300.00), and HCLC Food Pantry ($301.85). 

Racine Interfaith Coalition Love and Justice Breakfast 
The annual Racine Interfaith Coalition Love and Justice Breakfast will be at Infusino’s Banquet Hall from 
8:00 - 10:00 a.m. on February 14th. Early bird tickets are $25, $30 each after January 30th.  Student tickets are 
$20.  There will be an auction of clergy baked items too!  
 
How Can We Pray For You? 
The HCLC prayer team wants to pray for you!  Share your joy, sorrows, and concerns for your brothers and 
sisters in Christ will hold you in prayer.  There is power and blessing in praying for each other.  We can add 
your request to our weekly prayer chain emails and/or to our prayer list read on Sunday mornings.  Send you 
prayer requests to amylarsen2406@att.net or contact the office, office.hclc@gmail.com.  For confidentiality 
reason we only use first names in our Sunday prayers and our prayer emails. 
      
Finance Update 
December Finance Numbers    Year to Date Finance Numbeers 
Revenue:  $99,335.58   Revenue:  $589,523.53 
Expense:  $48,603.09   Expense: $585,327.11 
Net Income:               $50,732.49   Net Income:   $   4, 196.42 
                                              

Holy Communion Church Council  

President Joleen Carlson, Vice president Gary Wood, Secretary  Laurie Knudson, Treasurer Kylee Albright,   

Members at large Rose Adamski, David Knudson, Rebecca Mason, and Polly Timmerman 

 

Office Hours 

The office is open Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Our office will be closed on Monday, January 19th  

in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  

 

In person attendance on Sunday, January 11, 2026 - 95  Households watching livestream online - 34 

 

Upcoming Worship, Education, Fellowship, and Service Opportunities 

Sunday, January 18 - 9:30 Worship/Sunday School 

                                   10:30 Confirmation Class 

Monday, January 19 - Office Closed - MLK Day 

                                    12:30 Food Pantry 

Tuesday, January 20 - 10:00 Third Tuesday Bible Study 

Friday, January 23 - 12:30 Food Pantry 

Sunday, January 25 - 9:30 Worship/Sunday School 

                                   5:30 6th - 12th Grade Youth Group 

Monday, January 26 - 10:00 Bible Study 

                                    12:30 Food Pantry 

Tuesday, January 27 - 1:00 Quilters 

Wednesday, January 28 - 4:00 - 6:00 Diaper Ministry 

Friday, January 30 - 12:30 Food Pantry 
 

  

 

 



Thank You Un-decorators! 

Taking down the Christmas decorations is not as exciting as putting them up, so we are very 

grateful to these people who helped get everything down and packed away for next year! 

   Greg Albright   Kate Potter Barrow 

   Carol Reikena                 Laura Kozenski 

   Elaine Lewis    Susan Barbee 

    Barb Salvo    Pastor Mark Doidge 

   Pastor Laura Fladten  Andrew Palmgren 


