
Sharing the Light!  
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The  Second Sunday of Easter 



 

Special thanks to assisting minister Lana Buhler, lector Jim Buhler, communion assistant Roger Degerman,   

AV technician Kathy Berg,  shers Jim Carlson, Roger Degerman, David Leisner, and Gary Wood,                              

altar guild Susan Barbee, Val Conner, and Barb Salvo,  coffee fellowship Lynn Sinclair,                                      

councilperson in charge Rebecca Mason, musicians Cheryl Belland, Ann Heide, Elaine Lewis,                                    

and Betty Petersen, and Gregory Berg  for sharing their time and talent with us today.  

 
 

Please stand, if you are able, where there is an asterisk * in the bulletin. 

 
PRELUDE   (A quiet time of reflection, to prepare for worship.)   
 

  
                                                                                                      

*GATHERING SONG 



 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 

and to the Lamb! 

Amen. 

 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

 

Merciful God, 

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

You lead us beside still waters. 

We thank you for the waters of creation: 

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 

who accompanies us on our journeys. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

Break down barriers that divide us. 

Fill us with the breath of peace. 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 

and for making us a new creation. 

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,   

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



*KYRIE 



*HYMN OF PRAISE 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt,  

may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen  

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Lisa Lequia 

 

NOISY OFFERING 

  

INTROIT HYMN 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORD   

FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen    to 

what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power,    wonders, and signs 

that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know 23 this man,   handed over to you according to 

the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of tho se outside the law.   
24 But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to 

be held in its power. 25 For David says concerning him,  

 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

  moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 

 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades 

  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 

  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, 

and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him 

that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of 

the Messiah, saying,  

 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 

  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 

  

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 16  
1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 

  I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 

 2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 

  upon those who are noble among the people. 

 3 But those who run after other gods 

  shall have their troubles multiplied. 

 4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 

  never take their names upon my lips.  

 5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; 

  it is you who uphold my lot. 

 6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 

  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 

 7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 

  my heart teaches me night after night. 

 8 I have set the Lord always before me; 

  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.  

 9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 

  my body also shall rest in hope. 

 10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, 

  nor let your holy one see the pit. 

 11 You will show me the path of life; 

  in your presence there is fullness of joy,  

       and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  

 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

*GOSPEL: John 20:19-20 

The holy gospel according to John, the twentieth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the disci-

ples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 

saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you for-

give the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 

  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 

mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I 

will not believe.” 

  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 

doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said 

to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 

doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to be-

lieve.” 

 

  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this 

book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

SERMON    Pastor Laura Fladten  

 



 

*HYMN OF THE DAY   #386 vv. 1, 5, 6, 7, 8 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION SONG 

 



 
*LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory,   
forever and ever.   
Amen. 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 
 
COMMUNION SONG 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you and keep you in His grace.    

Amen. 

 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
And also with you. 
 
 
OFFERING 



OFFERTORY 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With utter confidence in the mercy of Christ, and in the hope of Christ's resurrection, let us bring our prayers to 

God.    
 

(brief silence).  
 

We pray for renewal of our faith, especially in our moments of doubt.  As you did for Thomas, reveal Yourself 

to us in new and amazing ways, that we might be uplifted in the certain hope of Your abundance and grace, and 

in the joy of new life found in You.  God of the Resurrection,   

HEAR OUR PRAYER.  
 

We pray for resolve as we work for a more just and peaceful world.  When we feel discouraged, grant us 

strength and patience for the task at hand.  When we are tempted to give into darkness, share with us Your 

abundant and transformative light.  God of the Resurrection,   

HEAR OUR PRAYER.  
 

We pray for renewal and refreshment for ourselves and for our planet. Make us mindful of the delicate balance 

of the world around us, and help us live more sensitively and wisely in all we do, so that the beauty and bounty 

of this world may be renewed and preserved.  God of the Resurrection,   

HEAR OUR PRAYER.  
 

We pray for reconciliation wherever there is conflict and misunderstanding - in our families, in our schools, in 

our churches, in our workplaces, in our neighborhoods, and in our community, our state, and our nation.  Help 

us to see one another with more discerning eyes, and help us to treat one another with greater grace. God of the 

Resurrection,   

HEAR OUR PRAYER.   
 

We pray for restoration in our weariness and weakness.  Uplift all who are burdened with troubles in body, 

mind, or spirit, and bless those who care for them in any way.  Today, we especially remember ......  God of the 

Resurrection,   

HEAR OUR PRAYER.  
 

We pray for reassurance. When we doubt our own worth - when we doubt our place in the world - when we 

doubt whether or not we matter -when we doubt the possibility of a brighter future - remind us of the value of 

doubt and the ways in which doubt can be a gateway to deeper faith and abiding hope.   God of the                                    

Resurrection,   

HEAR OUR PRAYER.   
 

Hear our prayers and continue to give us your sweet grace and tender mercies, through Christ Jesus our Risen 

Lord and Savior,   

AMEN.   

 

BLESSING 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

    



*CLOSING HYMN    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Praise the Lord.  Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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                                                               Announcements 

 

Altar Flowers 

The flowers on the altar were given in loving memory of Sarah Lajiness, given by Evelyn Lajiness 

and Mark Lajiness. 

 

Welcome Visitors! 

A special welcome to any visitors worshipping with us this morning. Please fill out one of the yellow cards in 

the pew rack in front of you so we can acknowledge your visit with us.  You can put your completed card into 

the offering plate or give it to an usher or a pastor before you leave.  Please join us in the lounge after the            

worship service for a cup of coffee and a treat and a time of conversation and fellowship. 

 

Communion By Intinction  

All are welcome to come to the table for Communion.  We offer Holy Communion through Intinction (dipping 

of the wafer into chalice of wine).  There are also gluten free wafers and grape juice available in the center. If 

you feel more comfortable communing in your pew, there are individual wafer/juice cups available on the                

tables in the back of the sanctuary. 

 
Food Pantry Needs 
For April the pantry is asking for donations of  1 lb. pkgs. or rice and spaghetti, small condiments, canned            
pineapple, and 15 oz. cans of pork &  beans.  We also need clean, lightly used plastic and large, brown paper 
shopping bags. If you have cookbooks, children’s Bible storybooks,  greeting cards, pens, or pencils that you 
won't use, the pantry clients are happy to receive them. Thank you all for your generosity and love for your 
neighbors!  
 

Diaper Ministry 

Thank you to Jill Vander Brug who sponsors the April Diaper Depot delivery in memory of Pat Barlament.  

We have a number of months in 2026 in need of a sponsor..  Please consider supporting the Diaper Ministry   

by donating $30 to cover the monthly delivery.   
 

Our next distribution dates are April 22nd from 4 – 6 PM and May 13th from 11AM– 1PM. We will be                         
participating in the “Blanket of Love Community Baby Shower” on April 25th . This event targets pregnant 
women and those with babies younger than six months. We are excited to get information about our ministry    
to those that need it! 
 

Contact Kylee Albright kygregg@mac.com or Amy Larsen amylarsen2406@att.net with questions or to                    
volunteer. 
 

Come Hear the Bells Ring! 

The Holy Communion Lutheran Church bell choir will be participating in the South East ELCA Hand Bell      

Festival along with 4 other regional bell choirs. Please join us for a delightful afternoon of music at this free 

will concert on Saturday, April 18th at 2:00 pm at Mt, Pleasant Lutheran Church, 1700 South Green Bay Rd.                   

in Racine.  

 

Third Tuesday Bible Study 

Third Tuesday Bible Study meets April 21st from 10::00 - 11:30.  Rondi Jenkins will host the Zoom meeting at 

her home, 6010 Potomac Place (262-221-3619) for those who wish to meet together.  The discussion focusess 

on Acts 11:19 - 13:3, on pages 102 - 115.  This important section tell how the Christian church spread from 

Jerusalem to Africa and from Jews to Gentiles.  Julie Burton will send the Zoom connection the Sunday before 

the Tuesday morning meeting so anyone can be a part of the discussion.  

 

HCLC Council 

President Joleen Carlson, Vice President Gary Wood, Secretary Laurie Knudson, Treasurer Kylee Albright 

Members at large - Rose Adamski, Steve Barootian, Dave Knudson, Revecca Mason, and Polly Timmerman. 



 

How Can We Pray For You? 

The HCLC prayer team wants to pray for you!  Share your joy, sorrows, and concerns for your brothers and 

sisters in Christ will hold you in prayer.  There is power and blessing in praying for each other.  We can add 

your request to our weekly prayer chain emails and/or to our prayer list read on Sunday mornings.  Send you 

prayer requests to amylarsen2406@att.net or contact the office, office.hclc@gmail.com.  For confidentiality 

reasons we only use first names in our Sunday prayers and our prayer emails. 

 

Lounge Member Tree Mural 

Several years ago a  large “Tree of Members” was painted on the wall across from the lounge. We would like 

to fill the tree with leaves  and have them blowing down the wall towards the sanctuary, filled with the names 

of  our Holy Communion family, both current and past members.  You can get a leaf for $10.  There are forms 

on the table in the back of the sanctuary, the welcome center, and the office.  Return your completed forms 

with your payment to the office or place it in the offering plate. 

 

ELCA Advocacy 

Our national church has a wonderful advocacy tool for people of faith to use to speak up.  You can sign up at 

elca.org/advocacy/signup to get emailed Action Alerts which are prewritten, but editable, messages to send to 

your representatives.  At the state level, the Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin, www.loppw.org,                 

engages Lutherans in policies that promote peace, justice and care for all of God’s creation 

 

Finance Update 

Current Month Finance Numbers    Year to Date Finance Numbers 

Revenue:       $50,707.62     Revenue:      $163,904.77 

Expense:       $47,185.20     Expense:      $168,459.75 

Net Income:    $3,522.42     Net Income:   $(4554.98) 

                                        

Office Hours 

The office is open Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

 

In person attendance on Sunday, April 5, 2026 - 228    Households watching livestream online - 38 

 

Upcoming Worship, Education, Fellowship, and Service Opportunities 

Sunday, April 12 - 9:30 Worship 

                              10:30 2nd - 5th Grade Youth Group 

Monday, April 13 - 10:00 Monday Morning Bible Study 

                                12:30 Food Pantry 

Tuesday, April 14 - 1:00 Quilting Group 

Friday, April 17 - 12:30 Food Pantry 

Sunday, April 19 - 9:30 Worship/Sunday School 

                              10:30 Confirmation Class 

                              1:00 Racine Theatre Guild - choir room 

Monday, April 20 - No Monday Morning Bible Study Today 

                                12:30 Food Pantry 

Tuesday, April 21 - 10:00 Third Tuesday Bible Study 

Wednesday, April 22 - 4:00 - 6:00 Diaper Ministry 

Friday, April 24 - 12:30 Food Pantry 

                             5:30 - 8:30 Til Death Do Us Part Mystery Event 

Saturday, April 25 - 1:00 Theatre Guild (MHR) 

Sunday, April 26 - 9:30 Worship/Sunday School 

 
 

  

 



 
 


