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CHALICE 
A publication of Holy Communion Lutheran Church     June, 2026 

THE 

On Pentecost Sunday, May 24, six 

of our beloved youth affirmed 

their faith in their Rite of                        

Confirmation Service. It was a 

joyous day…filled with much love 

and abundant blessings!  

For both Pastor Mark and myself, it 

has been an absolute privilege to 

journey alongside these beautiful 

and beloved children of God! Each 

of them are filled with wonder and 

questions and absolute delight!  

As part of their confirmation                        

journey, we ask each of our confirmands to choose a Bible verse that is                                 

meaningful to them and to also write a faith statement. We have found this to 

be a wonderful way for our confirmands to think about and reflect on their own 

faith and to let others know how they’ve deepened their faith throughout these 

past years.  What follows are each of their chosen confirmation verses, along 

with their faith statements…ENJOY!  
 

Finley James Godson 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13 
 

 “I believe that God is the creator of all things. He is the ground of all 

being and a force that connects all things. For me, that means having a                        

connection with people, nature, and God is the most important thing. It also 

means that I have a responsibility to love my neighbor and serve others before 

myself. I see myself as a child of God, and think that means to I try to follow 

God no matter the circumstances I am in, and to believe that all things are    

possible through God. Some people that have helped me throughout my faith 

journey are Pastor Mark and Pastor Laura, as well as my parents and grandma. 

They helped strengthen my faith in hard times and continue to support me to 

this day. My faith journey also reflects experiences I’ve had at HCLC, like                            

being in the Christmas program each year and the Christmas Eve worship                   

services. I also felt my faith deepen at Lutherdale, a Lutheran summer camp 

where we worship twice a day. I have grown closer to God with each week I 

have spent there.”  

                continued on page 2…….. 
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Paige Diane Kupper 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son so that everyone who believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life. John 3:16 

  

 “My faith in God has changed a lot throughout my life. Since I was little, I have always been led to trust                    

in God and have always been taken to church. As I have grown old enough to be more involved in church, my                    

relationship with God has grown so much. My mom and dad have been such an important part of my faith journey, 

they are always there to answer my questions and I am so happy that they have always had me involved in church. 

My best friend Lilly has also helped me get so much closer to God. Lilly has helped me get closer to God in so 

many ways. I am so happy I have someone who I can study my bible with and I am so grateful to have her by my 

side throughout my journey with God.” 

  

Reagan MacKenzie Larson 

Though you have not seen God, you love God; and even though you do not see God now,                                          
you believe in God and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your 

faith, the salvation of your souls.  1 Peter 1:8-9  

 “Being a Christian makes me think that I should love more because God and Jesus showed a substantial 

amount of love to everyone who approached him. Now, achieving that everyday is just impossible. Somedays you 

mourn and somedays you're just sad and mad and you can’t find the feeling of love to show others, and that’s okay. 

Loving someone, something, or just life in general is love, you can feel it everyday, but sometimes you can’t tell 

your feeling it.  

 To me, when I receive the Holy Communion, I am receiving God’s blessing. His blessing to stay with him 

for the rest of my eternal life, and when I accept, I am accepting to stay with him for the rest of my eternal life. 

When I say Amen, it makes it official, my life with him. 

 When my Grandma passed away, I felt the closest with God because my Grandma was the closest person to 

God that I know. She prayed before every meal, thanking him and asking him to watch over her. Every time I walk 

into church, I think of her, and the way she had life with God. Now she is eternally with him forever. I want that 

kind of life, one where I feel like I am next to God everyday. I will always turn to my Grandma to ask for help. Even 

though she is not truly her anymore, she is always here in spirit; and she will always guide my sisters and I through 

life, every step of the way. 

       My Grandma is having the time of her life with God; when my time is up, I want that too. I want to continue 
my faith journey because I will feel more connected to God and my family, and that is the life I want to live.” 

 
Amelia Earhart Mason 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name, you are mine. Isaiah 43:1b 

 “For the past year and a half, I’ve struggled deeply with my faith journey. I think of all the good God has 

done for the world and it made me wonder why I was worthy of his love. People around me have always been so 

consistent in their faith, and never seem to struggle with it. They always seem to know God is there and God seems 

to speak to them. They know when to pray and what to say. They have trust in the Lord and don’t seem to question 

if he will protect them or not. I sometimes think that I’m not worthy of his love because I don’t practice the word 

enough, or am a good enough Christian over all. The Bible verse I chose helps me remember that I don’t need to 

worry if I am enough for God or if I’m doing what I need to do for him to love me. I am his child and I don’t need to 

say or do anything in order for him to claim me. He loves me unconditionally and will always be there for me. I 

don’t need to change anything about myself in order to gain his love. I am a child of God and he will always love 

me.”          

                                         continuesd on page 3 …….                                                                                        
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Kenzie Ann Poffenberger 

 Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act. Psalm 37:5 

   

 “When I first think of God, I think of the creation of Earth, Jesus being born into the world, and letting him 

die on the cross to forgive our sins. But God is so much more to each and every person than I initially realized. 

God is with me every single day and guiding me through life one step at a time. He did so much to this Earth so it 

could be a place for his people to follow and worship him. Then I think of Jesus. God brought him to this Earth so 

he could be a leader for all of his people. Jesus helped so many people believe in the Lord and trust that he will be 

there for you all the time. Jesus sacrificed himself and died on the cross so all of our sins could be forgiven. When 

I think of this, it helps me be a child of God and follow his light that he gives to us.  

      Being able to follow God and knowing that I am a child of God makes my faith even stronger and helps 

me believe that no matter where I go or what I do, he will always be with me guiding me along his path of faith. 

Prayer is also extremely powerful. Being able to say a prayer and know that God is helping you every step of the 

way through life is such a blessing. When I feel like I am struggling or just don't know what to do, I know I can 

say a prayer and trust that God will help me and guide me through whatever it is that I need. I have grown so 

much in my faith and have learned to trust God to be there and always have trust in me even when I may doubt it. 

I can always believe and trust him to help me do what is best each and every day.”                          

  

Brady Lee Remington 

  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13 

  

 “God has given me the strength to maintain my faith and persevere through the ups and downs. God pro-
tects and guides me while walking alongside to keep me moving in the right direction. As I continue my faith 

journey I will lean on my parents, my sister, my grandparents, and our church community as well as God to be 
resilient and determined no matter where life takes me. I will continue to serve my community and be the joy and 
light for others. And even though life has thrown me a couple of curve balls lately, I pray that my strength will 

shine through with God's help!” 
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Congratulations Graduates! 
 

 

 

 

 

Anakin Robert Barbee graduated from Racine Lutheran High School.                              

Anakin has enlisted in the United States Army. 

 

 

           Amelia Barbee is graduating from Case High School with the IB/CP diploma in     

           the Engineering pathway, where she participated in orchestra, Golf, and Track &    

                            Field.  Amelia plans to attend UW-Platteville this fall to study Electrical Engineering. 

 

 

 

Samuel Deibert. grandson of Grace Deiber t, graduated from the University of Wisconsin Madison with 

a Bachelor degree in Business Administration, with majors in Real Estate and Finance.  Samuel will be a 

Market Research Coordinator at Continental Properties. 

 

 

 

                       Giuliano Ferrentino is graduating Cum Laude  from The Prairie School.  

                                                   Giuliano will attend Bocconi University in Milan, Italy to study International 

                                                   Business and Economics Management 

  

 

 

Alaina Jaeck graduated from the University of Wisconsin Madison  

with a degree in Legal Studies. 

 

 

 

  Mya Lequia graduated from the University of Wisconsin Parkside with a 

                  BS in Applied Health Science with Chiropracctic Concentrations and Minors 

      in Kinesiology and Sports Performance and Coaching. 

     

 

Hi everyone! My name is Jacob Sinclair Prahl, graduating from Tremper High School in Kenosha this spring. 

In the fall I’ll be attending UW-Milwaukee for business to continue growing my company, OJ Exterior Care. 

We’re a licensed, insured LLC offering professional pressure washing and window cleaning right here in 

the area. If your home or driveway could use some attention this summer, I’d love to give you a free quote! 

Reach me anytime at 262-515-3083.  

 

 

    Dane Simonovic is graduating from St. Francis High School.  He will                                                    

                attend the Milwaukee School of Engineering in the fall to study Computer  

                                                    Engineering. 
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Blessings from Tithe Money 

Many of you will remember the wonderful blessing we received last calendar year from estate money.  In years 

past we had approved a continuing resolution to set aside a 10% tithe from larger donations received by the 

church.  Last year’s estate gift resulted in a tithe fund and we asked for the congregation to give input on what 

the council should do with that money.  We received many wonderful suggestions from all of you and after some 

discussion, decisions have been made.  In addition, we still had some refugee funds t we had been looking for 

appropriate places to donate that left over money.  Total funds to be distributed total $82,640!  What a blessing! 

 

The council is pleased to report that the following is a list of local to global organizations that will each receive 

some of our funds!  Over the next few months, checks will be delivered or mailed to these organizations and we 

will highlight them and what they do in weekly bulletins.    

 

Thank you all for your input and if you don’t see any of your suggestions in the list this time, never fear, we 

have kept the list for any future tithing donations!   If you have any suggestions for additions to the list, please 

feel free to reach out to a church council member.   

 

The remaining refugee funds are to be split evenly between the following two organizations with a request that  

it be used specifically for support and needs of immigrants: 

 

National organization::  RAICES - Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and Legal Services 

Local organization:  RLC - Racine Literacy Council  

 

The $78,000 in tithe funds will be given in various amounts to the following organizations: 

 

National/Global organizations: 

Lutheran World Relief - where most needed and Girls in Crisis in Sierra Leone 

Mission des Jeunes pour Christ - Gadi peace organization in Rwanda 

NAMI - National Alliance on Mental Illness 

 

Statewide/Local/HCLC Organizations: 

Diaper Ministry at HCLC 

DSAW - Down Syndrome Association of WI 

Eco Justice Center 

FIT - Families in Transition - Racine Unified School District 

Feather-A-Nest 

GLCCC - Great Lake’s Community Conservation Corps  

HALO - Homeless Assistance Leadership Organization of Racine 

HCLC Food Pantry 

HCLC Neighborhood Backpack Event 

Healthcare Network 

Hopes Center 

Hospitality Center 

KPOC - Kenosha Police Officer Charities 

RCFB - Racine County Food Bank 

RLC - Racine Literacy Council - non-immigrant initiatives 

RVM - Racine Vocational Ministry 

Safe Haven of Racine 

School Aged Parenting Program - Racine Unified School District 

The Inclusive Bean - for coffee bus 

UpHaven - flights for families of Children’s Hospital of WI 
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                                                                          NOISY OFFERING IMPACT 
January, 2026 = $246.98 

February, 2026 = $295.52 

March, 2026 = $284.81 

April, 2026 = $411.85 

GRAND TOTAL = $1,239.16 
 

The Sunday School children decided to use the collections (January-April) to support: 

ELCA Good Gifts - 1 Family Farm, 3 piglets, 3 chicks = $835 

Lutheran World Relief for people affected by war in Ukraine = $400 
 

The children also gave out two KIVA loans to people in the Philippines. 

These funds are from previous loans that had been repaid: 

Canned goods for inventory to open a store - $25  

Fishing supplies to keep a fishing business going - $25 
 

In February, the Larson Family separately contributed $350.00 to the Noisy Offering in remembrance of their Grandpa Larson.  They de-

cided to use this for Lutheran World Relief School Kits and Personal Care Kits because he was very involved and passionate about creating 

and delivering those kits. The supplies will be purchased this summer and the kids will assemble the kits during Vacation Bible School. 
 

During the LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL, the children enjoyed sausages and waffles with many toppings to choose from!    

A special thank you to Patrick BeBow, Andy Larson and several of our youth for helping with Sunday School all year! 
 

See below for information regarding VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL.  Additional information will be communicated by email.  Please 

save the dates! 
 

 
 

                       Please consider bringing a friend!  Here is the LINK for registration! 

 The Children’s Chalice  

   Holy Communion Lutheran Church     June, 2026 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5P8YoSIBZq3TbBI0zaj0l_o4BXbdeA2RM60BblBPLWqgOiA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=112239096239791773203
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An anonymous donor sponsors the June Diaper Depot delivery. Thank you for your support! This 

month we would like to take a minute to thank our wonderful volunteers. Your help makes this               

ministry possible! 
 

Our June distribution dates are June 10 th from 11AM – 1PM and June 24 th from 4– 6PM. Contact Kylee Albright 

kygregg@mac.com or Amy Larsen amylarsen2406@att.net with questions or to volunteer. 

Many thanks to all who provide food and monetary assistance to the pantry and a very special thank 

you to our volunteers who do so much to  keep the pantry running.  Your work is what makes this 

ministry possible. 
 

During the month of June the pantry is asking for donations of 15 oz. cans of mixed fruit, 10 oz. cans  

of cream of mushroom and cream of chicken soup, bar soap, toothpaste, and single packs or small 

pkgs. of toothbrushes.  We always need clean, lightly used grocery store size plastic shopping bags, 

and large brown paper bags.  If you have any cookbooks, children’s  Bible storybooks, greeting cards, or pens and 

pencils you do not need, our clients are grateful to receive them.  Thank you for all you do to help our neighbors!  

June Book Club 

For June, the book club is reading a critically acclaimed novel by Chinua Achebe,  Things Fall Apart, his 
first novel in a trilogy of Africa's cataclysmic encounter with European colonial presence. Told through the 
fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igho warrior in the late 1800's.  The novel ex-
plores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igho traditions by British political and                       
religious forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the powerful new order.  The novel                  

provides one of the most illuminating and permanent monuments to the African experience. Achebe captures life in a 
precolonial African village, he conveys the tragedy of the loss of that world. 
 

We will be meeting at Julie Burton's home on Wednesday, June 10th, at 10:00.  Julie's home is at 136 Steeplechase 
Drive.  You can reach her at 262-639-5914 to let her know you will be attending. 
 

Ketchup Club 

Plan to join us for lunch at 11:30 on Tuesday, June 2nd at The Chartroom,  209 Dodge St.                        

These relaxed, casual lunches are a nice way to catch up with old friends and make some new ones! 

If you know you will be there, contact Pastor Laura, pastorlaura.hclc@gmail.com, or the office,                             

office.hclc@gmail.com so we can get the right size table.  If you suddenly find yourself  free,       

please come join us and we’ll happily make room for another chair at the table!  

                                                              THIRD TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

June 16th from 10:00 to 11:30 we will meet to discuss Acts 14:19 to Acts 16:5  on pages 128 to 141. It begins with 

the Jews stoning Paul and dragging him out of the city leaving him for dead! (Acts14:19-20) Well, Paul survived              

and went on to a different city, Derbe. Then in Acts 14:21-28 Paul and Barnabas travel on to 3 different cities and 

reported to the church of their success among the Gentiles. Now the Jewish converts argued that the Gentiles must 

be circumcised (Acts 15:1-5). After Peter addresses the Jewish leadership, James tells them to “stop making things 

difficult for the Gentiles who turn to God” (Acts 15:13-21). 
 

Now Paul suggests that they return to cities to see how things are going with them (Acts 15:36-41). This begins a    

three year missionary journey that extended beyond Asia into Europe. That’s when Paul met Timothy (Acts 16:1-5) 

and brought him along on his journey. 
 

Learn about the spread of Christianity. Join us June 16 from 10:00 to 11:30 at Julie Burton’s home 136 Steeplechase 

Drive. 
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There are still open dates for altar flowers!  No one is signed up for July 5th, 12th, or 19th,              

August 16th, 23rd, and 30th,  September 13th, October 25th, November 8th, 15th, and 29th!  

Each vase costs $28.00 and there is room for two vases each week.  There are altar flower sign 

up sheets in the back of the sanctuary , the office, and the welcome center.  You can also send 

the information to the office on a sheet of paper and and we will fill out the form for you.  

Hospital Visitation 

Please remember to contact the church office if you or a family member is hospitalized, in a nursing home, or                 

becomes home bound.  Due to HIPPA privacy laws, medical facilities cannot release information on their patients,           

so the church will not know you have been ill.  You can decide if you want to receive a visit or  have your  name 

on the prayer list read in church. If you wish, along with the visits we will add your/their name to the mailing list  for 

the newsletters and the wonderful  holiday cards from our Sunday School students.  If you notice a friend or someone 

who usually sits near you in church is not attending for a stretch, we would like you to tell us that too, so we can 

check in with them. You can contact the church office at office.hclc@gmail.com, or 262-632-8802. 

June Birthday Club 

Do you celebrate your birthday in June? If so, join Pastor Mark and Pastor Laura in the lounge on                      

Thursday, June 4th at 10:00 to enjoy a special birthday song, a yummy birthday donut  

and celebrate others with June birthdays! Hope to see you there! 

Giving With Tithely 

 Many of our members have decided  giving through tithe.ly is a simple way to stay up to date with their pledges     

or to make special offerings.  A link on our website, www.hopeonahill.org will take you to the Tithely web page 

where you can make a donation to HCLC with your credit card or bank account.  You can choose  a one-time                    

donation or recurring donations, whether you pay by credit card or from your checking or savings account, and if 

your donation should go to the general fund, the food pantry, or another fund.  If you need help, you can contact       

Keri in the office, keri.hclc@gmail.com. 

                                                      Men’s Group 

All men are invited to meet on Friday, June 19th in the lounge at 9:00 a.m. for conversation and  

coffee.  Contact Pastor Mark, pastormark.hclc@gmail.com with any questions. 

HCLC Scholarship 

We are pleased to offer a scholarship for Holy Communion students moving on to higher education after high school!  

To qualify, you must be a Holy Communion member, accepted and attending an undergraduate university, college,    

or technical school for the 2026-2027 school year.  This is a one-time scholarship ($500) for youth who have been 

active in the life of faith (Sunday School, Confirmation, volunteering) at Holy Communion.  There is a short                 

application requirement. Applications should be returned to the church office at office.hclc@gmail.com by July 1st.  

Applications will be reviewed and we will require a class schedule to be submitted before funds will be released. 

Please contact Lynn Helmke lynnhelmke226@gmail..com with questions.  

“Rest is not idleness, and to lie sometimes on the grass under the trees on a summer’s day,                               
listening to the murmur of water, or watching the clouds float across the sky, is by no means                      
a waste of time.”                                                                                        —John Lubbock 

http://tithe.ly/
mailto:office.hclc@gmail.com
mailto:lynnhelmke226@gmail..com
mailto:lynnhelmke226@gmail..com
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Prayer Team 
The HCLC Prayer Team wants to pray for you! Share your joys, sorrows and  concerns and your brothers and sisters 
in Christ will hold you in prayer. There  is power and blessing in praying for each other. Send your prayer requests to 
amylarsen2406@att.net. Look for the lavender prayer request cards coming soon to  the pews, lounge, and welcome 
center.  You can write your prayer request on the card and put it in the offering plate, give it to an usher, or bring it to 

the office.   
 

If you would like to become part of the prayer team and receive the prayer request emails once or twice a week, 
please contact the office or Amy Larsen. And of course, you can always call or email the office to have a name added 

to the prayers on Sunday morning. For confidentiality reasons we only use first names for our prayers on Sunday 
mornings and in our prayer emails.  

 

Prayer changes things!  

Quilting Group 

The HCLC quilters meet on the second and fourth Tuesday each month at 1:00 p.m. to work on quilts for Lutheran 

World Relief.  LWR sends the quilts all over the world to help warm and comfort people who have lost their homes, 

been affected by war or natural disaster.  They can use donations of full, queen or king size flat sheets to use as  

backing for the quilts.  They can also use financial contributions to help pay for quilt batting.  Please contact Linda 

Holmquist, 262-633-0032 or Evelyn Lajiness, 262-634-0527  is you have any questions 

 

LOUNGE MURAL:  Tree of Members 

In our  lounge, a large tree mural has been painted on the east wall connecting to the sanctuary.  We hope 

to fill this tree with leaves of our Holy Communion family - current and past members.  Help us fill the tree 

by making a $10 donation per leaf.  The leaves will be placed on the tree blowing towards the sanctuary 

where we all worship together.   

For where two of three gather in my name, there am I with them.  Matthew 18:20 
 

LOUNGE MURAL:  Tree of Members 

                          I would like ____ leaves at $10 each for a total of $______. 

Member(s)/family name to be placed on the leaf (please print):  

_____________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________ 

    

Your Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone/Email____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to HCLC and note "Lounge Tree Mural" in the memo line.  Return this form to the church office or 

place it in the offering plate with your check. 

Finance Update 

      April  Finance Numbers    Year to Date Finance Numbers 

      Revenue:       $57,789.99    Revenue:      $221,694.76 

      Expense:       $48,756.82    Expense:      $217.697.62 

      Net Income:    $9,033.17    Net Income:   $3997.14 

mailto:amylarsen2406@att.net
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The best remedy for those who are afraid, lonely or unhappy      

is to go outside, somewhere where they can be quite alone   

with the heavens, nature and God. Because only then does  

one feel that all is as it should be and that God wishes to see 

people happy, amidst the simple beauty of  nature. As long as 

this exists, and it certainly always will, I know that then there 

will always be comfort for every sorrow, whatever the circum-

stances may be. And I firmly believe that nature brings solace 

in all troubles 

                                        —Anne Frank, Diary of  a Young Girl 
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The Chalice is a publication of Holy Communion Lutheran Church, a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

Join us at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays for in-person or live-streamed worship services.  Our live-stream can be found on the HCLC                  
Facebook page and the videos remain online to view later. Please call or email the office if you, or someone you know, would 

like to be added to our email list to receive the weekly bulletin and hymns. 
 

Contact Information 
Pastor Mark Doidge ..…………….…….…….…….....pastormark.hclc@gmail.com 
Pastor Laura Fladten ……….….………..……….…….pastorlaura.hclc@gmail.com 
Lisa Lequia, Children’s Ministry Director..…....sundayschool.hclc@gmail.com  
Keri Pappalardo, Financial Administrator…………..…….…keri.hclc@gmail.com 
Heidi Komistra, Office Administrator……….…..………….office.hclc@gmail.com 

Office Phone………..262-632-8802 
Fax………………...…..262-637-5622 

 
Website: www.hopeonahill.org 

The Chalice June, 2026 

Ushers Dave Krueger, Steve Barootian, Gary Lequia, and Ed Wosilait 

Altar Guild Lynn Riekkoff and Cindy Myhre 

June Volunteers 

Thank you to the volunteers who help keep worship services running smoothly! If you would like to volunteer,  

please call the office, 262-632-8802, or talk to one of the pastors. 

 June 7       

9:30 a.m. 

June 14 

9:30 a.m. 

June 21 

9:30 a.m. 

June 28 

9:30 a.m. 

Greeter Joni Reske  Lori Neu Sally Neitzel 

Lector Roger Degerman Marianne Jensen Joleen Carlson  

Communion 

Assistants 

Roger Degerman Joleen Carlson   

AV 

Technicians 

Kylee Albright Lynn Helmke Kathy Berg Todd Jansen 

Coffee 

Fellowship 

  Evelyn Lajiness Sally Neitzel 

JoAnne Steeves 

Councilperson 

In Charge 

David Knudsonn Steve Barootian David Knudson Steve Barootian 

June Altar Flowers 

June 7 - In memory of Mabel & Oscar  Krause, given by Kay Krause 

 and in loving memory of Dolly Johnson, given by William Johnson 

June 14 - In memory of Ron & Karen Larson in honor of what would have been their  

55th wedding anniversary, given by Andy, Amy, Morgan, Reagan, and Peyton Larson. 

and in honor of Giulia Ferrentino on her 10th birthday, given by her Grammy 

June 21- In memory of her parents Natale Balestrieri and Vincenza Balestrieri, given by Marianne Jensen 

and in honor of Shelly Lussmyer’s June 11th birthday, given by Carl Lussmyer. 

June 28 - available 


