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Itõs Not Always Easy to Thank God for January 

 

Itõs not always easy to thank God for Januaryéwith the ice and snow it 

brings, the cold wind that stings your face and maybe even chapped hands 

and cold feet. And what about when the snow blower doesnõt work or 

your car doesnõt start or the driveway is covered in ice? 

 

Januaryéwe much prefer June, donõt we? Juneéwhen winter is gone 

and the temperature is rising and the shovels are put away. Beautiful 

Juneé 

 

Butéthere truly is much beauty in January and much to give thanks 

foréisnõt there? So although it may not always seem easy, let us thank 

God for Januaryé 

 

éfor the new life it brings, new opportunities and new starts 

éfor the warmth of friends and family and this community of   

     faith 

éfor the hope it holds and the gifts it brings 

 

Yes, let us thank God for Januaryélet us thank God for being there, al-

wayséeven and especially on cold days, in icy struggles, and along wind-

blown paths. Let us thank God for strength given, direction shown and 

hope offered.  

 

Thank you, God, for January! 

 

A most blessed and joy-filled January and New Year to each and every one 

of you! 

 

Pastor Laura  



н 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be on 

Sunday, February 10, 2019.  We will have one 

worship service that morning at 9:30 a.m.                       

followerd by the annual meeting.  Mark your                 

calendars today so you donõt miss this important 

meeting and watch for more information coming 

soon! 

Look for the Light Christmas Program Thanks from Kate 

Without the time and talents of many, this program could not come to                       

life each year.  Special thanks to musicians Kathy and Greg Berg, Ann                      

Lamar-Heide, the Senior Choir, Tom Hagemann, Ethan Bergman, and Owen 

Steberl.  We also appreciate the help of Lisa Lequia and all of the Sunday 

School teachers, Jeri Smith, Jeff and Lisa Neubauer, Chris and Shannon          

Porcaro, Chris and Amy Bergman, Joleen Carslon, Pastors Mark and Laura, 

Barb Salvo, Dianne and Doug Johnson, Amanda Gaastra, Kai Jensen, Gregg 

Albright, Andy Larson, and all the folks who help us set up and tear down. 
 

We are also grateful for the generous folks who make financial contributions 

that help pay for things like llamas,  batteries, tape, and donkeys!  Huge 

thanks to Gloria Dobrowski, Barb Maier, The Dry Guys, Chris and Shannon               

Porcaro, Lisa and Jeff Neubauer, Bill Johnson, Jill Vander Brug, and Kate 

Potter-Barrow.  What fun to see your gifts help fill our beautiful sanctuary 

with live animals and our beautiful children who together use their charm to 

tell us the best story in the world! 
 

Last, thank you to the fabulous and delightful kids of HCLC. It is exquisite 

fun to watch you grow from 3 year olds who smack your neighbor with a 

candlestick during Silent Night into capable animal handlers and, more      

importantly, into poised and dignified narrators and singers.  What a joy it 

has been to be part of your journey all these years!  Know that Iôm wildly 

proud of you and that I am deeply grateful to work with you every Sunday. 
 

Kate Potter-Barrow 

HCLCôs Childrenôs and Youth Choir Director 
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¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜ ŀǘ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ bƛƎƘǘ hǳǘΗ  ! ƘǳƎŜ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ tƻǊŎŀǊƻ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ                      

ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΗΗΗ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜΗ  ¢ƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ Ŧǳƴ ŎǊŀƊǎ                

ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǘ ŘƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŎŀǊƻƴƛ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŜǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ Ǝƻǘ ŎƻƳŦȅ ƻƴ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ōŀƎǎΣ Ǉƛƭƭƻǿǎ                   

ŀƴŘ ōŜŀƴōŀƎ ŎƘŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀ ōŀƎ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ Iƻǿ ¢ƘŜ DǊƛƴŎƘ {ǘƻƭŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ  tŀǘǊƛŎƪ .Ŝ.ƻǿ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ 5ŀȅ .ŜŦƻǊŜ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ άǎƛƭƭȅέ ƎƛƊ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ 

ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŜǊǊŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜΗ 

 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜōƻǳƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊƻƭƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

ȅŜŀǊΗ  ! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ tŀǎǘƻǊ [ŀǳǊŀ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦŀōǳƭƻǳǎΣ ŦŜǎǝǾŜ-ƎƭƻǿƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƴŜŎƪƭŀŎŜǎΗ 

{ƻ ƳǳŎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ Ƨƻȅ ǿŀǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŎƘƛƭƛ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƻƻΦ 

²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΗΗΗ 

 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƪ IǳǊƴ wƻƻƳ ŀƊŜǊ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ                     

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ǘǊŜŀǘǎΗΗΗ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǘƎǊƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ²Ŝ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ  ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

 

aŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǎƘƛƴŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΧ 

 

 

 

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ȅƻǳǊ wŜǾŜǊǎŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ōƻȄŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ŀǘ ŀ ǝƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƳŜ ŀǘ ǎǳƴŘŀȅǎŎƘƻƻƭΦƘŎƭŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ ŀŘŘ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻȄ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΗ 

 

I!tt¸ .!t¢L{a .Lw¢I5!¸ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀǇǝȊŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΥ 

 

aȅƭƻ .ŀǊƴŜǎ 
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