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THE SEVEN ACTS OF MERCY 
 

As many of you know, Holy Communion Lutheran Church, is embarking on a 

New Mission Plan based on the Seven Acts of Mercy.  In Medieval Times, in 

response to the 7 Deadly Sins, the Church came up with the Seven Works of 

Mercy.  This was the Churchôs attempt to overcome the sinful thoughts that 

diminished our human potential.  These Worksé were designed to be Corporal 

in nature.  They were activities that were meant to address the physical needs 

of the human family.   
 

One of our core beliefs as members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church is that 

we are the Body of Christ that is alive in the world todayé we are the hands 

and feet of Christ!  In our attempt to live into this calling, and in our hope 

to make our community a better place, we have adopted these seven acts of 

mercy as a new ministry focus. 
 

This is a Seven Year Plan that will serve our community and the larger world 

in a substantive manner.  We will focus on each of these works for an entire 

year.  In the coming months and throughout each year, you will be invited to 

participate in a variety of ministerial activities that will fulfill this mission. 

Our hope is that this will be an educational and interactive attempt to be the 

Church in this time and place.  Holy Communion Lutheran Church has a long 

tradition of Social Justice, and of being an active member of this community.  

We see this new mission as an extension of our history.  Please join us ï as you 

are able ï in this new venture.  We believe that this will be a fun and fabulous 

attempt to be the Church.  The Seven Acts of Mercy that we will focus on are 

as follows: 
 

Feed the Hungry 

Give Drink to the Thirsty 

Clothe and Shelter the Homeless 

Comfort the Sick 

Welcome the Lonely 

Empower our Children 

Forgive our Enemies 
 

In this next year, we will partner with our Food Pantry in a number of activities 

that will feed the hungry. We have already beguné and there will be more  

activities and further information to come. Please join usé I think you will 

find this to be a most interesting way to live out your faith. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Mark 
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Live Simply             

Love Generously   

 
                                        

 Consecration Sunday Is Coming 
 

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money Christians 

give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial contributions as a 

way to help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their churchôs mission and              

ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 

 

Our congregationôs council and pastors selected the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program as a way  

to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis this year. 

 

New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or her                

own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating people like                  

members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to 

give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate 

and systematic giving in response to the question, ñWhat percentage of my income is God calling me to give?ò  

 

During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and members to make their               

financial commitments to our churchôs missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this community  

and around the world. 

 

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by attending morning 

worship on Consecration Sunday. We urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to completing a card. The 

procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a 

card. 

 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning worship our pastors will                  

conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making their commitments as a              

confidential act of worship. 

 

We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration Sunday team and 

church council members. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will 

make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship. 

 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events. 

 

Council Chairperson, 

 

Gregg Albright 

  
 

Whatever you do, do heartily.  For you are serving the Lord.  

  Colossians 3: 23-24 
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The Childrenôs Chalice  

Mark Your Calendars:  
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Join us for  

Beer, Brats and Brownies  
on Sunday, October 28 th ,  
as we celebrate the 501 st    

anniversary of the  
 Reformation!  

Weõll gather together at noon in the Mark Hurn Room 
(the Packers donõt kick off til 3:25), 
chow down on some delicious brats,     
savor some scrumptious brownies and 
give a toast to Martin Lutheré                     
root beer will also be available J!  

Make sure to stop by 
the Luther photo 

booth to make some 
fun and lasting         

memories.  
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Lutheran World Relief Service Projects 

For many years our congregation has been making backpacks and filling them with 

school supplies.  Public school is usually free, but even a few required supplies like    

pencils and paper is more than many families can afford.  Personal care kits are put  

together with items inside of a bath towel.  The personal care kits are a very welcomed 

item and possibly the only towel an individual owns.  Quilts are made all year long by 

our own quilting group.  If anyone is interested in helping to make quilts, the group 

meets the second and fourth Tuesday of the month in the Mark Hurn room.  All of these items are shipped to various 

countries through the Lutheran World Relief program. 

Backpack Items Needed Personal Care Kits 

4 ï 70 sheet notebooks (wide or college rule) 2 - bath size bars of soap (4-5 oz.) 

1 -  30 centimeter ruler (with inches is fine) 1 ï adult size toothbrush 

1 ï pencil sharpener 1 ï sturdy comb 

1 ï blunt scissors 1 -  metal nail clippers 

5 ï unsharpened #2 pencils (with erasers on end) 1 ï light weight bath size towel (between 20x40 

5 -  black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink)       or 52 x 27 ï dark color recommended) 

1 ï box of 16 or 24 crayons 

1 ï 2-1/2 inch eraser The above items are put inside the towel.   

 Fold the long sides in and roll the towel up. 

 Secure towel with yarn.  

 

The Youth will be assembling kits at Wednesday Night Live on October 3rd.   

Please bring all items to the church office no later than Wednesday, October 3rd.   

Many thanks in advance! 

 

Neighborhood and Community Team Schedules Events 

Including The Hunger Task Force On Saturday, December 1st 
 

The newly invigorated Neighborhood and Community Team has met and scheduled some                

activities and priorities for the Fall. In keeping with our theme for the year, Feed, we'll be    

working with Hunger Task Force and building stock boxes of food and supplies for   senior citi-

zens experiencing hunger. The date is Saturday, December 1 from 1 pm to 4 pm, and we'll be 

stocking at the Distribution Center at the old 440th Air Force Base in South Milwaukee. You'll 

be required to stand for the entire time and be able to lift 20 pounds. Children as young as 12 are 

welcome, but ages 12-15 need an adult with them. The process is very well organized and you'll leave feeling tired, 

but happy!    Sign up will be through the church office or sign up sheets at church in the lounge. We'll also be pairing 

with Denise Stillman in the Warm Sock ministry and asking for donations of fresh fruit to include with the socks, and 

again this Christmas, we'll have a Giving Tree for kids. (Stay tuned for more information!) Any questions? Contact 

Sally Brown or Lynn Helmke, co-chairs of the Neighborhood and Community Team.  
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Monday Morning Book/Bible  

Study presentsé 

 

Daring to Hope:  

Finding Godôs Goodness in the  

Broken and the Beautiful 

 

10:00 a.m. Monday mornings 

From the back cover: 

How do you hold on to hope when you donôt get the end-

ing you asked for? 

 

When Katie Davis Majors moved to Uganda, accidentally 

founded a booming organization, and later became the 

mother of thirteen girls through the miracle of adoption, 

she determined to weave her life together with the people 

she desired to serve. But joy often gave way to sorrow as 

she invested her heart fully in walking alongside people 

in the grip of poverty, addiction, desperation, and disease. 

 

After unexpected tragedy shook her family, for the first 

time Katie began to wonder, Is God really good? Does 

He really love us? When she turned to Him with her 

questions, God spoke truth to her heart and drew her even 

deeper into relationship with Him. 

 

Daring to Hope is an invitation to cling to the God of 

the impossibleðthe God who whispers His love to us 

in the quiet, in the mundane, when our prayers are 

not answered the way we want or the miracle doesnôt 

come. Itôs about a mother discovering the extraordinary 

strength it takes to be ordinary. Itôs about choosing faith 

no matter the circumstance and about encountering Godôs 

goodness in the least expected places.  

 

Though your heartaches and dreams may take a different 

shape, you will find your own questions echoed in these 

pages. Youôll be reminded of the gifts of joy in the midst 

of sorrow. And youôll hear Godôs whisper: Hold on to 

hope. I will meet you here. 

 

Please join us for this this twelve-week study                       

beginning on Monday, October 1, at 10:00AM.                    

We meet in the Mark Hurn Room and  

ALL ARE WELCOME J!  

 

If you have any questions, please ask Pastor Laura. 
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The quilting group will meet on Tuesday, October 9th and October 23rd, at 1:15 pm in the Mark 

Hurn room to work on quilts to be sent to Lutheran World Relief.  LWR gives the quilts to people 

around the world who are affected by both natural and man-made disasters. No experience is                

necessary to help us!  The quilts made in the last year will be displayed in the sanctuary and 

blessed on Sunday, October 7th before being packed to be loaded on the boxcar on their way to 

Lutheran World Relief.  Please contact Anne Dudycha if you have questions at 262-681-8030. 
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hƛƭǎέΦ  aƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎΣ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ tŀǘ .ŀǊƭŀƳŜƴǘΣ нсн-уус-нтпфΦ  

{ŜŜ ȅƻǳ hŎǘƻōŜǊ млǘƘ ŀǘ мΥол ǇƳΗ 
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Sct. MariÞ Skoles Bigband to Play at Holy Communion! 

The Racine Sister Cities Planning Council is pleased to announce a visit from our sister city in Aalborg,       

Denmark.  We are sponsoring a performance of the big band, Sct. MariÞ Skoles Bigband.  This band is made  

up of approximately 34, 12-17 year old students, led by their director, Gert Norgaard. 
 

Holy Communion Church will host their performance on Saturday, October 13, 4:00 PM, in the sanctuary.  A 

brief meet and greet will be held in the lounge after the concert.  The entire community is invited to come and 

hear this exceptional group.  The Sister Cities Planning Council is happy to welcome them to Racine, and share 

our unique Danish heritage with them and Holy Communion is excited to welcome the community to come to 

hear them play! 
 

The band plays a wide variety of music with an emphasis on the swing era of jazz. You can hear a sample of 

their music at  https//:youtu.be/kiy3pO88DhQ 
 

Please mark your calendars to attend this performance and welcome them to Racine! 

 
 


